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Short Communication

In their article, Khatin Zadeh, Vahdat [1] discuss two 
influential theories of metaphor comprehension: the structure-
mapping and the class-inclusion. Khatin Zadeh and Vahdat start 
their article by presenting a detailed description of Gentner’s [2] 
structure-mapping theory. They do this by discussing several 
examples of analogy. Khatin Zadeh and Vahdat suggest that the 
process of analogy between two concretely different systems of 
relations takes place through the mediation of an abstract system 
of relations. They emphasize the critical role that this abstract 
system of relations plays in the process of mapping one domain 
into another domain. They suggest that this abstract mediating 
system of relations is formed by the suppression of concrete 
features of base domain. Then, this abstract system of relations 
receives the concrete features of target domain. Therefore, it 
seems that this description of analogy includes the two stages 
of suppression and reception. In the initial stage of suppression, 
the concrete features of base domain are removed, resulting in 
the formation of an abstract system of relations among a set of 
abstract elements.

In the following stage of reception, the concrete features of 
target domain are added to abstract system. However, Khatin 
Zadeh and Vahdat do not present a detailed description of these 
two stages that might be involved in the process of analogy. 
In the following sections of their article, Khatin Zadeh and 
Vahdat discuss the class-inclusion model [3,4] of metaphor 
comprehension. After discussing this theory, they present a 
model for the creation of metaphorical classes. They suggest that 
metaphorical classes are formed on the basis of a single salient 
semantic feature. In fact, this feature can be considered as the 
defining feature of the metaphorical class. Khatin Zadeh and  

 
Vahdat propose that the main difference between metaphorical 
classes and literal classes is that every metaphorical class is 
defined by a single salient feature.

On the other hand, a literal class is defined by a large set of 
semantic features. Therefore, while a metaphorical class can be 
seen as a broad category that may include concretely-different 
members, a literal class is seen as a specific category of members 
that are very similar to each other in terms of concrete features. 
The model proposed by Khatin Zadeh and Vahdat is novel 
because it presents a new definition for literal and metaphorical 
classes. This model has been elaborated on in another article by 
Banaruee et al. [5]. In their article, the authors have looked at this 
model on the basis of findings from some neuropsychological 
studies. It seems that the model suggested by Khatin Zadeh 
and Vahdat accompanied by the findings of several studies in 
neuropsychology can provide an effective model for describing 
the process of metaphor comprehension in general, and creation 
of metaphorical classes in particular.
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