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Abstract

Good governance is a prerequisite for efficient and effective Disaster Risk Reduction and Management (DRRM). This refers to the way in 
which the government and non-government entities, private sector, media, and civil society coordinate at the community, provincial/regional, 
and national levels to manage and reduce disaster risks. Disaster governance is highly influenced by overarching public governance systems 
which need to overcome poor governance and budgetary constraints. It is further aggravated by social, economic, and geographical disparities. 
There is a strong correlation between State-civil society relationships, economy, and target groups. The poor coordination and discourse among 
these have implications for disaster governance. In this way, Disaster Risk Governance comprises many actors, but as the authority holder, the 
State must take care of the underlying problems.
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Significance of Good Governance in Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management (DRRM)

Introduction

Governance is defined by the UNDP as: The exercise of polit-
ical, economic and administrative authority in the management 
of a country’s affairs at all levels. It comprises mechanisms, pro-
cesses and institutions through which citizens and groups artic-
ulate their interests, exercise their legal rights, meet their obli-
gations and mediate their differences. Governance encompasses, 
but also transcends, government. It encompasses all relevant 
groups, including the private sector and civil society organiza-
tions [1].

The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNIS-
DR) defines it as - The governance arrangements adopted by 
many countries, relying heavily on specialized emergency man-
agement organizations, are not always appropriate to address 
disaster risk. The governance approach based on the disaster 
management cycle and represented by a specialized disaster 
risk management sector may have reached its limit, while at the 
same time a new governance paradigm has yet to emerge [2].

Disaster risk governance can be defined as an emergent ver-
sion of integrated risk management that is tailored or directed to  

 
enhancing coping capacity under the high complexity and uncer-
tainty conditions of postindustrial society [3]. 

A multitude of collaborations, interactions or decision-mak-
ing actions are carried out by a wide range of stakeholder par-
ticipants (national/local governments, local communities, res-
idents groups, business groups, and NPOs). These interactions 
operate through various types of multifaceted networks and or-
ganizations with which most of the stakeholders are vertically 
or horizontally associated. These networks and organizations do 
not necessarily engage in formal or institutional coordination. 
Rather they work mostly as informal or non-institutional inter-
actions in both vertical and horizontal ways, while each main-
tains its independence and uniqueness [4].

Challenges in Disaster Governance 

In the past 45 years, natural disasters have become three 
times as frequent, according to the data compiled by the Emer-
gency Events Database (EM-DAT). In all most all countries of the 
world, terrible damages by disasters have overshadowed devel-
opment works in the event of catastrophes. Also, terrorism, con-
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flicts, political instability, poor governance, corruption, lack of 
efficient service delivery, and poverty has already exacerbated 
human development. As a matter of fact, poverty is not based 
solely on a lack of income, but also on a lack of capacities, oppor-
tunities, and good governance. Regrettably, disasters are leveling 
off the meager gains accumulated over the decades which have 
mostly affected the marginalized and poor people living in vul-
nerable areas. Still, in many countries particularly in developing 
countries, less priority and attention has been given to good gov-
ernance and DRRM. The quality of governance at all phases of 
disasters is another big challenge for disaster governance.

Prospects in Disaster Risk Governance 

Keeping in view the above situation, the Sendai Framework 
for Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR) 2015-2030 has called on 
all countries to give priority to strengthening disaster risk gov-
ernance to cope with disaster risks because it is very important 
at the national, regional, and global levels for prevention, mitiga-
tion, preparedness, response, recovery, and rehabilitation. It is 
also highly necessary to foster collaboration and partnership to 
cover a range of DRR-related governance reforms, structural and 
non-structural mitigation measures, significant enhancement in 
preparedness and response capacities across government and 
international humanitarian actors for a major disaster, and en-
hancement of response and early warning capacities at the com-
munity level. 

To attain the above goals, each country must have a national 
institutional mechanism to trigger and support the process of 
DRRM, decentralize the responsibility, involve and engage all 
stakeholders and coordinate the actions nationally at all levels - 
from the community to the national level. At the same time, the 
organization must have the authority as well as the capacity to 
integrate DRRM into the national governance and development 
efforts and facilitate program-level synergy and coordination. 
The coordination is not restricted to the government units; it 
has also a significant implication for non-government orga-
nizations and other concerned agencies. A total coordination 
center needs to be set up at the provincial level, which should 
be linked to the central coordination center at the upper level, 
and the municipal coordination point, as the lower governance 
structure. The one-point coordination is of utmost importance 
to avoid misunderstanding. On the other hand, a sector-based 
approach is preferred based on past experiences, such as shelter, 
health, education, livelihood, etc. In this way, working in close 
cooperation, coordination, and collaboration among the con-
cerned stakeholders covers a range of DRRM-related governance 
reforms, structural and nonstructural mitigation measures, sig-
nificant enhancement in preparedness and response capacities 
across government and international humanitarian actors for 
major disasters, and enhancement of response and early warn-
ing systems at the community level.

Way Forward

Profound scientific knowledge is required in risk gover-
nance, especially about dealing with complexity. This knowledge 
must be assessed and collected by scientists and DRRM pro-
fessionals who are recognized as competent authorities in the 
particular area. The systematic search for the ‘‘state of the art’’ 
in risk assessment leads to a knowledge base that provides the 
data for deliberation. At the same time, the style of deliberation 
also should transform the scientific discourse and lead the dis-
cussion toward classifying knowledge claims, characterizing un-
certainties, exploring the range of alternative explanations, and 
acknowledging the limits of systematic knowledge in vulnerable 
areas. This can be done in any country, independent of politi-
cal system, or governmental structure. Stakeholder involvement 
and public participation have been used and successfully imple-
mented in many developing countries and threshold countries 
such as China [5] (Tang et al. 2005). Stakeholder involvement 
has been a major requirement for effective, efficient, and fair 
risk governance. Since risk management includes uncertain out-
comes that affect different parts of the population to different 
degrees it is essential to integrate the knowledge, values, and 
interests of stakeholders into the risk policy making process [6].

Conclusion

It is high time to realize that governance is difficult due to 
many actors who have different mandates and authorities. Coor-
dination, collaboration, and good harmony among them are also 
hard nuts to crack. However, if we will be able to establish good 
governance, it leads to efficient and effective management and 
problem-solving in every field including disaster risk reduction 
and management [7-10]. This includes understanding proper 
laws, regulations, designated responsibilities, cooperation, and 
reviewing existing measures in terms of DRRM.

References
1. (2010) UN Development Program/Bureau for Crisis Prevention and 

Recovery’s study.

2. UNISDR (2015) Making Development Sustainable: The Future of 
Disaster Risk Management. Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk 
Reduction. Geneva, Switzerland: United Nations Office for Disaster 
Risk Reduction (UNISDR), pp. 128.

3. Ikeda S, Nagasaka T (2011) An Emergent Framework of Disaster 
Risk Governance towards Innovating Coping Capability for Reducing 
Disaster Risks in Local Communities. Int J Disaster Risk Sci 2(2): 1-9.

4. Nagasaka T, Ikeda S (2008) Strategy and Methodology for Disaster Risk 
Governance. Japanese Journal of Risk Analysis 173: 13-23.

5. Grimble R, Chan MK (1995) Stakeholder analysis for natural resources 
management in developing countries. Some practical guidelines 
for making management more participatory and effective. Natural 
Resources Forum 19(2): 113-124.

6. Renn O (2015) Stakeholder and Public Involvement in Risk Governance.

7. Emergency Events Database (EM-DAT).

http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/OFOAJ.2023.15.555924
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13753-011-0006-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13753-011-0006-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13753-011-0006-7
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1477-8947.1995.tb00599.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1477-8947.1995.tb00599.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1477-8947.1995.tb00599.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1477-8947.1995.tb00599.x


How to cite this article: Meen B Poudyal Chhetri. Significance of Good Governance in Disaster Risk Reduction and Management (DRRM). Oceanogr Fish 
Open Access J. 2023; 15(5): 555924. DOI: 10.19080/OFOAJ.2023.15.555924003

Oceanography & Fisheries Open access Journal

This work is licensed under Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 Licens
DOI:10.19080/OFOAJ.2023.15.555924 

Your next submission with Juniper Publishers    
      will reach you the below assets

• Quality Editorial service
• Swift Peer Review
• Reprints availability
• E-prints Service
• Manuscript Podcast for convenient understanding
• Global attainment for your research
• Manuscript accessibility in different formats 

         ( Pdf, E-pub, Full Text, Audio) 
• Unceasing customer service

                 Track the below URL for one-step submission 
      https://juniperpublishers.com/online-submission.php

8. (2015) Nepal Disaster Report. MoHA, DPNet-Nepal.

9. Poudyal C (2001) A Practitioner’s View of Disaster Management 
in Nepal: Organization, System, Problems and Prospects. Risk 
Management: An International Journal, Perpetuity Press Ltd., Leicester, 
UK, 3(4): 63-72.

10. Various government websites of Nepal: www.moha.gov.np; www.neoc.
gov.np; drrportal.gov.np.

http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/OFOAJ.2023.15.555924
http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/OFOAJ.2023.15.555924
https://juniperpublishers.com/online-submission.php
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/palgrave.rm.8240102
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/palgrave.rm.8240102
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/palgrave.rm.8240102
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/palgrave.rm.8240102

	Abstract
	Keywords
	Introduction
	References

