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News
Breast implants and replacement hips will be printed with
barcodes in a technological overhaul of equipment that could save
the NHS £1 billion. The codes on various implants, medications
and surgical tools will help medics track patients’ care in a plan to
reduce waste, save money and improve safety, the Department of
Health (DOH) said. The technology is being introduced as a part
of the Government’s £12 million “Scan4Safety” project which
aims to reduce the number of times patients are administered
the wrong drugs and surgery is performed on the wrong part
of the body. The scannable codes will show who administered
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treatment or performed surgery, and allow anything from a
screw in a knee operation to a replacement hip to be tracked
back if it becomes faulty. It will also help doctors to compare the
effectiveness of different treatments. Jeremy Hunt, the Health
Secretary, said it was a “world first” in health care. The scheme
is being piloted in six NHS trusts in Derby, Leeds, Salisbury,
Cornwall, North Tees and Plymouth. Early results show it could
prevent deaths and save up to £1 billion for the NHS over seven
years, the DOH said.
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