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Introduction
According to the literature, laryngeal papillary carcinoma 

is rare. In a Brazilian report, it was head lined as “laryngeal 
papillary carcinoma” [1]. A 42-year-old white female complained 
of dysphonia and pain in the right cervical area; this proved 
on histopathology to be “papillary squamous cell carcinoma.” 
Therefore, the present case of the purely papillary carcinoma 
merits reporting from a developing community inhabited by the 
Igbo Ethnic Group in Nigeria [2].

Case Report
OL, a 26-year-old Igbo female, attended the ENT Clinic run 

by the junior author (NM). The complaint was hoarseness of 
5 years duration. Multiple papilloma was queried and routine 
biopsy was carried out. The specimen sent to the senior author 
(WO) consisted of several small fragments. Microscopy revealed 
a papillary structure with layers of mitotically active cells which 
did not form cell nests. Accordingly, pure papillary carcinoma 
was diagnosed.

Discussion 
A Birmingham (UK) group attested to the utility of the 

establishment of a histopathology data pool in facilitating 
epidemiological analysis [3]. It was such a pool that facilitated 
our previous publication on the inverted papilloma of the nose 
and paranasal sinuses [4]. In this context, what did we find on 
searching the Internet on papers generalizing on the types of 
laryngeal carcinomas? For example, mention was not made of  

 
the papillary type in the large Scottish series [5]. Usually, the 
series was specified to be epidermoid carcinoma [6]. Indeed, 
a Liverpool review stated that “Virtually all laryngeal cancers 
are squamous in type” [7]. Concerning occupational and 
environmental associations, vocal abuse has been identified [8]. 
In this context, our patient was not known for being a singer. 
Incidentally, the age range in the mentioned Scottish series was 
30 to 85 years, with the average of 62 years [5]. Curiously, our 
patient was younger than their youngest.
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Abstract

Literature search revealed the rarity of laryngeal papillary carcinoma. A case from Brazil was reported as papillary carcinoma in the headline 
but as “papillary squamous cell carcinoma” on histopathological study. In the present study, the papillary nature was demonstrated classically.
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