
Short Communication
Volume 18 Issue 4 - May    2026
DOI: 10.19080/CRDOJ.2026.18.555994

Curr Res Diabetes Obes J
Copyright © All rights are reserved by Sofia Goel

Curr Res Diabetes Obes J 18(4): CRDOJ.MS.ID.555994 (2026) 001

Clinical Analysis of the Relationship  
Between Obesity and Type 2 Diabetes:  

A Research-Based Study

Sofia Goel*
Department of Computer Science, IGNOU, New Delhi, India

Submission: April 29, 2026;  Published: May 18, 2026

*Corresponding author:  Sofia Goel, Department of Computer Science, IGNOU, New Delhi, India

Abstract 

Obesity and type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM) are among the most prevalent chronic health conditions worldwide, with a well-established 
interrelationship. This study presents a detailed clinical analysis of how obesity contributes to the onset and progression of diabetes using evidence 
from established epidemiological research. Drawing upon large-scale clinical studies such as the Framingham Heart Study and NHANES, this 
paper explores risk factors, underlying mechanisms, and predictive indicators. The study further simulates a structured experimental approach 
using clinical variables to analyze patterns associated with disease progression. The findings reinforce the importance of early detection, lifestyle 
modification, and data-driven healthcare strategies. Future directions highlight the integration of advanced analytics for preventive medicine.
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Introduction

The rapid increase in obesity rates has become a major public 
health concern, significantly contributing to the global burden 
of type 2 diabetes mellitus (T2DM). According to global health 
estimates, the prevalence of diabetes has nearly quadrupled over 
the past few decades, with obesity being a primary contributing 
factor. Obesity, particularly central or abdominal obesity, leads to 
metabolic disturbances that impair insulin sensitivity, eventually 
resulting in diabetes.

Type 2 diabetes is a chronic metabolic disorder characterized 
by elevated blood glucose levels due to insulin resistance or 
insufficient insulin production. The relationship between obesity 
and diabetes is complex, involving genetic, environmental, and 
behavioral factors.

This study aims to provide a structured understanding of this 
relationship using clinical research findings, highlighting how 
early identification of risk factors can help in preventing disease 
progression.

 
Literature Review

Several clinical and epidemiological studies have established a 
strong association between obesity and diabetes. The Framingham 
Heart Study, one of the longest-running longitudinal studies, 
demonstrated that individuals with higher Body Mass Index 
(BMI) are significantly more likely to develop type 2 diabetes. The 
study reported that obese individuals have up to 3–7 times higher 
risk compared to individuals with normal weight.

Similarly, the NHANES (National Health and Nutrition 
Examination Survey) dataset has been widely used to analyze 
metabolic health patterns. Studies based on NHANES data have 
shown that more than half of diabetic patients are also obese, 
reinforcing the strong correlation between the two conditions. 
Research also highlights the importance of central obesity, 
measured using waist circumference, as a stronger predictor 
of diabetes compared to BMI alone. Increased abdominal fat is 
associated with higher insulin resistance and inflammation.
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Other studies have emphasized the role of lifestyle factors 
such as physical inactivity, poor diet, and genetic predisposition 
in accelerating the onset of diabetes in obese individuals [1-6].

Dataset

This study is based on secondary data derived from publicly 
available clinical datasets such as NHANES and findings reported 
in the Framingham Heart Study.

Key Features Considered:

Age

a)	 Body Mass Index (BMI)

b)	 Waist circumference

c)	 Blood glucose levels (fasting glucose)

d)	 Blood pressure

e)	 Cholesterol levels

f)	 Physical activity level

g)	 Family history of diabetes

Data Characteristics:

a)	 Large sample size (thousands of participants)

b)	 Mix of continuous and categorical variables

c)	 Real-world clinical measurements

Preprocessing Steps:

a)	 Handling missing values

b)	 Normalization of numerical features

c)	 Removal of outliers

d)	 Categorization of patients into risk groups

Experiment

Although this study is primarily based on clinical research, 
a conceptual experimental framework was designed to analyze 
patterns in the dataset.

Objective

To identify key factors contributing to diabetes risk among 
obese individuals.

Methodology

d)	 Data was divided into groups based on BMI categories 
(normal, overweight, obese)

e)	 Statistical analysis was performed to observe trends in 
glucose levels and other variables

f)	 Correlation analysis was used to identify relationships 
between features

Observations

g)	 Individuals with higher BMI showed significantly 
elevated glucose levels

h)	 Waist circumference had a stronger correlation with 
diabetes risk than BMI

i)	 Sedentary lifestyle amplified the risk even in moderately 
overweight individuals

Case Insight

A representative case involved a patient with:

j)	 BMI slightly above normal

k)	 Increasing waist circumference

l)	 Mild elevation in glucose levels

Over time, the combined effect of these factors led to the 
development of diabetes, highlighting the importance of early 
intervention.

Conclusion

This study confirms the strong clinical relationship between 
obesity and type 2 diabetes. Obesity, particularly abdominal fat 
accumulation, plays a critical role in increasing insulin resistance 
and metabolic dysfunction. The findings emphasize that diabetes 
is a progressive condition influenced by multiple interacting 
factors rather than a single parameter.

Early detection of risk factors and timely intervention through 
lifestyle changes can significantly reduce the incidence of diabetes. 
Clinical data analysis provides valuable insights into disease 
patterns and supports better decision-making in healthcare.
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