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Introduction

In the context of economic globalization and the information 
age, information has become an important determinant of 
social development. Government information covers 80% of the 
information of the society. Therefore, its disclosure becomes 
a direct channel for the public to understand and supervise 
government behavior. At the same time, its also an important 
manifestation of building a sunny government. Government 
information has become an important criterion for measuring 
public rationality in terms of whether it is open or not, and how 
effective it is. The understanding of government information 
disclosure is carried out from a multi-dimensional perspective, 
and then the question of how government information disclosure 
expands public rationality is answered.

Openness of Government Information from a 
Multidimensional Perspective

Government information disclosure is mainly driven by 
external traction, internal governmental driving force and the 
impetus brought by technological progress [1]. In terms of 
external traction, government receives external information 
demand including public demand and market demand. Under the  

 
law, the government protects public’s and market’s right to obtain 
information, and the risks posed by information asymmetry 
are curbed. In terms of internal driving force, service-oriented 
government is the modernization goal and direction of government 
function transformation, therefore, in order to improve the 
effectiveness of service-oriented government construction, it is 
necessary to respond to the requirements of the development 
of democratic politics and the transformation of government 
functions with information disclosure. In terms of technological 
impetus, the rapid development and extensive use of modern 
information technology has laid a solid material foundation for the 
collection, processing and transmission of information, becoming 
an effective vehicle for enhancing the service capacity.

The content of government information disclosure can be 
understood in breadth and depth. From the aspect of the breadth, 
the current information disclosed by the government mostly 
consists of documents and result information, and the degree 
of disclosure of detailed and dynamic elements is relatively low. 
From the depth, feedback and evaluation of information disclosure 
is not enough. The core of current government information 
disclosure lies mainly in policy, for the purpose of enhancing 
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Abstract 

In the process of deepening government reform and transforming government functions, the disclosure of government information has 
increasingly gained widespread attention in both academic and practical circles. Government information disclosure is based on the evolution 
of rational choice model in organizational decision-making, the introduction of information asymmetry assumption in game theory, and the 
impact of information asymmetry on the effectiveness of policy decision-making, etc., focusing on the alleviation of information asymmetry. This 
paper finds that government information disclosure is mainly aimed at expanding public rationality by enriching the amount of information in 
the government decision-making process, increasing the possibility of monitoring government decision-making behavior, and weakening the 
influence of subjective factors of decision-makers.
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citizens’ understanding and improving policy mobilization [2]. 
However, there is still some room for optimization of the match 
between government information disclosure and citizens’ needs.

Under the promotion of diversification and intelligence of 
government open platform, the current government information 
disclosure in China has broken the limitation and gradually formed 
a diversified and three-dimensional mode [3]. It also enriched the 
way with the help of information technology and products such 
as cloud computing and Internet of Things, continuously evolving 
towards the ideal information disclosure mode of “government-
led and public opinion integration”[4].

The evaluation of the quality of government information 
disclosure can be carried out from varies of evaluation systems. 
For example, the three principles of quality culture, legal norms, 
scientificity [5] and the nine quality dimensions proposed from 
the perspective of both the government and the public [6]. What’s 
more, residents’ subjective well-being [7] and other different 
aspects are equally contributing. It can be seen that quality has 
increasingly gained attention, which not only helps to provide 
benign feedback for information disclosure, but also helps to face 
the series of problems brought by information asymmetry, and 
provides useful reference for the improvement of the quality and 
efficiency of government information disclosure.

How Government Information Disclosure Expands 
Public Reason

Public rationality, as one of the constituent elements of steady 
state democracy, is in essence the public application of rationality 
by the citizens’ aggregate to realize the continuous normative 
cooperation among pluralistic social subjects [8]. Government 
information disclosure focuses on reducing information 
asymmetry in public organization [9], and it is a legal form of 
disclosure of information related to the interests of the members 
of the society, allowing the members of the society to make full use 
of the information in a legal way.

Specifically, government information disclosure expands 
public rationality in two ways:

First, enriching the sources of information for decision-
making, which requires a certain amount of factual information 
to discuss problems, identify core issues, and ultimately form 
policy decisions through the policy agenda. However, information 
asymmetry in the vertical hierarchical distortion, horizontal 
interdepartmental shielding impedes access to decision-making 
information. Ideally, government information disclosure should 
shorten the information transmission path as much as possible, 
improve the efficiency of information dissemination, protect the 
authority and timeliness of information and lay a solid foundation 
for the expansion of public rationality.

Secondly, strengthening the supervision of governmental 
decision-making behavior and weakening the influence of 

subjective factors. In the traditional administrative system, 
public policymaking process is often in a “black box” state, not 
only erode the public’s trust in public policy, but also undermine 
the public policy of the Democracy. Government information 
disclosure provides a channel for the public to obtain information 
and track the process of policy implementation, and to monitor 
policymakers. Citizens are also able to discuss the process and 
content of policymaking. Under such circumstances, the public’s 
right to know and participation is guaranteed, policymakers’ 
tendency to deviate from the public interest are effectively curbed, 
and the policymaking process becomes more rationality.

Conclusion

Discussions in organizational sociology around rational 
choice in decision-making within governmental organizations 
and the introduction of game theory’s assumption of information 
asymmetry have become an important source of the basis for 
government information disclosure. As one of the important 
initiatives in the current government reform process in China, 
the positive effect of government information disclosure is 
reflected not only in the enrichment of the abstract concept of 
public rationality, but also in all aspects of the government’s daily 
affairs. However, while recognizing the necessity of government 
information disclosure and the initial progress made, as well as the 
positive significance under the state of necessity, we should also 
pay attention to the deficiencies and shortcomings of the existing 
government information disclosure , and how to effectively play 
the function of government information disclosure has become the 
topic that needs to be discussed in depth in theories and practices.

Acknowledgemnet: Guangdong Province New Type Think 
Tank for General Colleges and Universities “Public Security and SAR 
Governance Research Center”(2021TSZK014);Guangdong Natural 
Science Foundation (2021A515012642); Guangdong Social Science 
Planning Major Theory Specialized Project(GD22ZDZMK01).

References
1. Wu DD (2021) Optimization of government emergency information 

disclosure. Journal of Anhui Administrative College 64(4): 46-52.

2. Jeong Min Choi (2018) Factors influencing public officials’ responses 
to requests for information disclosure. Government Information 
Quarterly 35(1): 30-42.

3. Meng QG (2015) The direction that should be grasped in the next step 
of China’s government affairs openness work. China Administration 
361(7): 25-26.

4. Xiang L (2019) Study on the application of government affairs micro-
blog in the disclosure of government emergency information in China. 
Disaster Prevention and Management 28(5): 661-669.

5. Bai QL (2016) Construction of quality assessment index system of 
China’s government public information. Library Theory and Practice 
(11): 55-60.

6. Zhang Q, Zheng Y, Zhou C (2023) Disclosing for Promotion or 
Perquisites: Local Government Financial Disclosure Strategy. Emerging 
Markets Finance and Trade 59(8): 2637-2663.

http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/ASM.2023.09.555770
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0740624X1630243X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0740624X1630243X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0740624X1630243X
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/DPM-09-2018-0319/full/html
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/DPM-09-2018-0319/full/html
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/DPM-09-2018-0319/full/html
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1540496X.2023.2186747
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1540496X.2023.2186747
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1540496X.2023.2186747


How to cite this article: Hou G, Li F. Government Information Disclosure and the Expansion of Public Reason. Ann Soc Sci Manage Stud. 2023; 9(4): 
555770. DOI: 10.19080/ASM.2023.09.555770003

Annals of Social Sciences & Management Studies

7. Chen JS, Wang SY, Wan L (2023) Does government environmental 
governance information disclosure improve residents’ subjective well-
being? Evidence from China. Journal of Environmental Planning and 
Management 66(8): 1720-1742.

8. Lawrence BS (1993) Constructing an Ideal of Public Reason. San Diego 
Law Review 30: 729-762.

9. Nic DePaula, Ersin Dincelli, Teresa M Harrison(2018) Toward a 
typology of government social media communication: Democratic 
goals, symbolic acts and self-presentation. Government Information 
Quarterly 35(1): 98-108.

Your next submission with Juniper Publishers    
      will reach you the below assets

• Quality Editorial service
• Swift Peer Review
• Reprints availability
• E-prints Service
• Manuscript Podcast for convenient understanding
• Global attainment for your research
• Manuscript accessibility in different formats 

         ( Pdf, E-pub, Full Text, Audio) 
• Unceasing customer service

                  Track the below URL for one-step submission 
 https://juniperpublishers.com/online-submission.php

This work is licensed under Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 License
DOI: 10.19080/ASM.2023.09.555770

http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/ASM.2023.09.555770
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09640568.2022.2038098
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09640568.2022.2038098
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09640568.2022.2038098
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09640568.2022.2038098
https://digital.sandiego.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1240&context=sdlr
https://digital.sandiego.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1240&context=sdlr
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0740624X16302234
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0740624X16302234
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0740624X16302234
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0740624X16302234
https://juniperpublishers.com/online-submission.php
http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/ASM.2023.09.555770

