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Opinion

All post-socialist/post-communist countries have faced a
comprehensive change of their value systems across all pores of
their societies, As the processes underlying these revolutionary
changes, which are characterized by different flows, durations, and
consequences, differ across transitional societies, they therefore
must be analytically unpacked. In this brief article, we offer the
guidelines for unpacking the transitional process in Montenegro
by focusing on its economic, political, and cultural dimensions.
The economic dimension of the transition in Montenegrin society
has been dominated by the mass voucher privatization through
which ‘social’ property (the past socialist vague form of property
without a clear owner) has been transformed mostly into private
ownership and somewhat into state ownership. The mixed success
of the economic transition in Montenegro is beyond the scope this
article. The political dimension of the transition in Montenegro is
characterized by cosmetic changes constrained by the substantial
inertia of the pre-transitional ideological restructuring. Due to the
resulting incomplete ideological changes, the scope of the political
transition in Montenegro has been low.

The cultural dimension of transition in Montenegro reflects
a very slow change from the traditional communal (egalitarian)
collectivism to the modern civic (competitive) individualism

that would support entrepreneurial and democratic values. The
traditional Montenegrin culture of egalitarian collectivism is
sustained today by a high degree of interdependence influenced
by the scarce resources in the sectors of tourism, energy
and agriculture that drive the Montenegrin economy. Hence,
the slow cultural transition from the traditional communal
egalitarianism hinders competitiveness and contributes to the
undesired stigmatization of successful entrepreneurs. The main
purpose of this short article is to nudge researchers to uncover
the latent factors that both enable and constrain the discord in
the dynamics of the economic, political, and cultural aspects of
the transition in Montenegro. While the economic transition has
been evolving at a much higher rate due to mass privatization, the
residual ideological and the long-established cultural values have
remained ‘sticky’, thus impeding the overall transitional process.
Evidently, the transitional efforts moving Montenegro toward
market economy and democracy must be embedded into the
traditional Montenegrin belief and value systems. However, this
process of embedding will not be successful if the prescriptions
for transition from other countries are merely copied into the
Montenegrin context. Rather, a new value system that would
facilitate the overall transition in Montenegro should be built on
the remains of the old Montenegrin socio-cultural web of beliefs.

Ann Soc Sci Manage Stud 7(1): ASM.MS.ID.555702 (2021)


http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/ASM.2021.07.555702
https://juniperpublishers.com/
https://juniperpublishers.com/asm/

Annals of Social Sciences & Management studies

This work is licensed under Creative Your next submission with Juniper Publishers
@ @ Commons Attribution 4.0 License will reach you the below assets
DOI: 10.19080/ASM.2021.07.555702
¢ Quality Editorial service
¢ Swift Peer Review
¢ Reprints availability
¢ E-prints Service
¢ Manuscript Podcast for convenient understanding
¢ Global attainment for your research
e Manuscript accessibility in different formats
( Pdf, E-pub, Full Text, Audio)
¢ Unceasing customer service

Track the below URL for one-step submission
https://juniperpublishers.com/online-submission.php

m How to cite this article: Rajko N, Nikola A. Unpacking The Genesis of the Ongoing Transitional Processes in Montenegro. Ann Soc Sci Manage Stud.
2021; 7(1): 555702. DOI: 10.19080/ASM.2021.07.555702


http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/ASM.2021.07.555702
https://juniperpublishers.com/online-submission.php
http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/ASM.2021.07.555702

