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Introduction

There remains confusion regarding diffusion tensor imaging
(DTI) and three dimensional anisotropy contrast (3DAC)
imaging [1-6]. While the former represents re-constructed
images based on calculated numerical data (eigenvalues) [46], the latter is real three dimensional contrast brought about
by appropriate optical processing (RGB pictorial mathematics)
without estimating eigenvalues [1-3]. This relationship is
analogous to T1 (T2) images vs. T1 (T2) weighted images. While
the former represents reconstructed images based on numerical
data (T1 (T2) values), the latter are images with emphasis on T1
(T2) characteristics without need of estimating actual T1 (T2)
values. The gray-scale, gradation based on signal intensity, is
the conventional means of providing contrast to digital images.
Since these signal intensities possess a one-dimensional (scalar)
property, the gray-scale is also one-dimensional. Expansion
of contrast from scalar (one-dimensional) to vector (threedimensional) introduces significantly higher contrast resolution
in given images similar to the change of black and white
photographs to color. The power of 3DAC in routine clinical
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) studies is illustrated in the
following example, parasagittal images showing anatomical
details of the middle part of the internal auditory meatus (IAM).
In 3DAC, (x, y, z) coordinates corresponds to (R, G, B)
coordinates, therefore, anisotropy of the axial direction is
represented by red hue. Since the facial nerve motor division is
efferent, its axons show stronger anisotropy compared to sensory
afferents (cochlear and vestibular nerves) and, therefore, its
chroma in red hue is significantly higher than for the other
nerves. (Figure 1) The myelin sheath has virtually no anisotropy
and is imaged as a whited out structure as seen for the facial
nerve. It is also apparent that the cochlear nerve has a thicker
myelin sheath compared to the vestibular nerve. The inferior
and superior branches of the vestibular nerve are also clearly
identifiable within the oval shaped vestibular nerve. Although
cadaver studies of the IAM have been published in the English
literature, as shown here, a better, detailed anatomical analysis
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of nerves within the IAM is easily performed in live subjects
using 3DAC [7,8].

Figure 1

The search for a non-invasive technique that provides
higher anatomical resolution is a never-ending quest in
clinical medicine. Although digital methods, such as MRI, have
accomplished significant advancements reaching microscopic
spatial resolution, various obstacles remain in achieving the
ultimate goal, namely, a non-invasive imaging technique capable
of providing images equivalent to microscopic observation [911]. It cannot be overemphasized that, in addition to spatial
resolution, contrast resolution plays a major role in determining
final anatomical resolution in digital imaging. High quality,
qualitative information such as high anatomical resolution
images are often of clinical importance far exceeding quantitative
measures of similar kind. Furthermore, in order to be truly useful
in clinical medicine, such images should be readily obtainable
under usual clinical settings where subject related factors
including patient comfort take precedence over theoretical
feasibility. 3DAC PROPELLER on a 3.0T system as shown here is a
method highly suitable for routine clinical analysis and is overly
underutilized, primarily due to unavailability of commercial MRI
systems. We would like to urge awareness of this MRI modality
among medical societies, especially those that are concerned
with higher anatomical resolution imaging.
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