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Abstract

The external genitalia of the newborn baby is the determinant
of gender at birth. Genital ambiguity in the newborn constitutes
a medical emergency not only from the medical point of view but
also from the social aspect. Various forms of genital ambiguity
can be encountered. These forms include hypospadias with
undescended testes, perineal hypospadias, single perineal orifice
in female genitalia, apparently male genitalia with impalpable
gonads and others. Karyo type is a crucial test to determine the
genetic sex but it can be delayed. FISH might offer a quicker
alternative. A pelvic ultrasound to look for Mullerian structure can
be very helpful. Various biochemical investigations are required to
confirm the diagnosis and aid gender assignment.
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A common form of genital ambiguity is a virilized XX baby in
whom congenital adrenal hyperplasia is the commonest cause.
Undrevirilzed XY newborn has a long list of differential diagnoses.
Based on long-term outcome studies, some forms of pathologies
presenting with genital ambiguity have clear recommendations
for gender assignment. Example of those are the female gender
for the virilized XX baby or the severely unvirilized XY baby in
complete androgen insensitivity syndrome. However, there are
many other conditions where no clear cut recommendation is
available and informed decision is always obtained with the family
after discussion with a multidisciplinary team. In this talk, various
clinical scenarios will be presented to highlight the dilemma of
gender assignment.
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