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Abstract

This qualitative case study examined entrepreneurship as a catalytic agent for rehabilitation and recidivism reduction within the Zimbabwe
Prisons and Correctional Service. Drawing on semi-structured interviews with incarcerated individuals, correctional staff, and programme
facilitators, alongside documentary analysis of institutional policies, the study explored how entrepreneurship training influences personal
transformation, economic reintegration, and post-release desistance from crime. The research is grounded in Desistance Theory, Human Capital
Theory, and Social Capital Theory, which collectively explain how skills acquisition, identity reconstruction, and network formation shape
reintegration outcomes. Findings revealed that entrepreneurship programmes contribute significantly to inmates’ self-efficacy, agency, and
future orientation. Participants reported that acquiring business and vocational skills enhanced their confidence and provided viable alternatives
to criminal activity. Entrepreneurship training was further associated with identity transformation, as individuals began to perceive themselves
as productive economic actors rather than offenders.

These shifts were linked to a reduced perceived likelihood of reoffending. However, the study also identified critical structural barriers that
constrain the long-term effectiveness of such initiatives. Limited access to start-up capital, persistent societal stigma, and weak post-release
support systems undermine the translation of entrepreneurial skills into sustainable livelihoods. The absence of integrated reintegration
frameworks further exacerbated these challenges. The study concluded by stating that while entrepreneurship holds substantial promise as a
rehabilitative tool, its impact is contingent upon broader systemic support. Policy recommendations included strengthening entrepreneurship
curricula, expanding access to microfinance, fostering public-private partnerships, and institutionalising post-release mentorship programmes.
These findings contribute to the growing body of literature on correctional entrepreneurship and provide context-specific insights for enhancing
rehabilitation strategies in Zimbabwe and similar developing country contexts.

Keywords: Correctional Rehabilitation; Entrepreneurship; Recidivism; Zimbabwe Prison & Correctional Service; Qualitative Research

Introduction
inadequate reintegration support for formerly incarcerated

Correctional systems globally are undergoing a paradigmatic individuals ILO [3] PPI [4]. Empirical research consistently

shift from punitive models of incarceration toward approaches
that prioritise rehabilitation and successful reintegration into
society World Bank [1] UNODC [2]. This transition reflects
growing recognition that incarceration, in isolation, is insufficient
to address the structural and individual determinants of criminal
behaviour World Bank [1] UNODC [2]. Despite these reforms,
recidivism remains a persistent challenge, often exacerbated

identifies unemployment and economic marginalisation as
critical predictors of reoffending, underscoring the importance
of equipping inmates with sustainable livelihood opportunities
Davis [5] Zainal [6]. Consequently, traditional correctional
approaches have been criticised for their limited capacity to foster
the practical skills and psychosocial resilience necessary for long-

o ¢ ] ) term desistance from crime (Davis et al., 2022).
by limited access to employment, enduring social stigma, and
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Inresponse, contemporary correctional strategies increasingly
incorporate education, vocational training, and entrepreneurial
development as central components of rehabilitation frameworks
(Davis et al,, 2022; Zainal [6]. Among these, entrepreneurship has
emerged as a particularly compelling intervention due to its dual
capacity toaddressboth economicand psychological dimensions of
reintegration ILO [3] PPI[4]. Entrepreneurial training programmes
enable incarcerated individuals to generate self-employment
opportunities in contexts where formal labour market access is
constrained by criminal records and societal prejudice (Davis et
al, 2022; Hwang & Phillips [7] Williams [8]. Beyond economic
benefits, entrepreneurship fosters self-efficacy, autonomy, and
identity transformation and factors widely recognised as essential
to the desistance process Maruna [9]; Mufioz & Wainwright [10].
Furthermore, entrepreneurship
initiatives indicates that participation in such programmes is
associated with reduced recidivism rates and improved post-
release outcomes, highlighting their potential as transformative
tools within rehabilitative justice systems Hill [11]; Davis et al,,
2022).

evidence from correctional

Within the African context, correctional institutions have
increasingly adopted vocational and entrepreneurial initiatives as
mechanisms for enhancingrehabilitation outcomes and facilitating
reintegration Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12]. These programmes often
encompass prison industries, agricultural production, and skills-
based training designed to promote self-reliance and marketable
competencies among inmates (Davis et al., 2022; Excellence-
Oluye [13]; Munyoro & Chihobvu [14]. In Zimbabwe, the
Zimbabwe Prisons and Correctional Service (ZPCS) has embraced
a correctional philosophy grounded in rehabilitation through
productive engagement, incorporating agricultural activities,
vocational training, and small-scale enterprise development into
its institutional framework (Munyoro & Gumisiro., 2017; Munyoro
& Uzhenyu [12]. Such initiatives are intended not only to impart
technical skills but also to cultivate discipline, responsibility, and
pro-social behaviour, thereby enhancing inmates’ preparedness
for reintegration into society (Munyoro & Gumisiro., 2017;
Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12] Munyoro & Chihobvu [14].

Notwithstanding these progressive developments, there
remains a paucity of empirical research examining the specific
role of entrepreneurship in shaping rehabilitation trajectories
and reducing recidivism within Zimbabwe’s correctional
system. This study therefore addresses this gap by exploring
entrepreneurship as a catalytic agent for rehabilitation within
the ZPCS through a qualitative case study approach. By analysing
the lived experiences of incarcerated individuals and institutional
stakeholders, the research seeks to elucidate how entrepreneurial
training and participation in prison-based enterprises influence
skill acquisition, identity transformation, and post-release
opportunities. In doing so, the study contributes to the expanding
body of scholarship on correctional entrepreneurship while
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offering contextually grounded insights to inform policy and
programme development in Zimbabwe and comparable settings.

Literature Review
Entrepreneurship explicated

The transformation of correctional systems globally
has increasingly shifted from punitive incarceration toward
rehabilitative and restorative justice frameworks World Bank
[1]; UNODC [2]. This paradigm shift is closely aligned with the
principles of Restorative Justice, which emphasise offender
rehabilitation, accountability, and reintegration into society rather
than mere punishment Dandurand & Griffiths [15]. Consequently,
there has been growing scholarly and policy interest in
interventions that promote the social and economic reintegration
of incarcerated individuals Cooney [16]; Hill [11]. Thus, within
this evolving framework, entrepreneurship has emerged as a
strategic intervention for offender rehabilitation (Munyoro &
Gumisiro., 2017; Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12]; Munyoro & Chihobvu
[14]. Entrepreneurship can be defined as the process of identifying
opportunities, mobilising resources, and creating value through
innovation and enterprise development. In correctional settings,
entrepreneurship education equips inmates with competencies
in opportunity recognition, planning,
management, and strategic decision-making Munyoro [17];
Munyoro [18]. These competencies enhance human capital and
contribute to personal transformation by fostering self-reliance
and pro-social behaviour (Munyoro & Gumisiro., 2017; Munyoro
& Uzhenyu [12] Munyoro & Chihobvu [14]. Such transformation
aligns with the broader goals of rehabilitation, including identity
reconstruction and the development of productive citizenship
Williams [8].

business financial

Entrepreneurship is particularly relevant for justice-impacted
individuals because it offers an alternative pathway to economic
participation in contexts where formal employment is often
inaccessible Pager [19]; Cooney [16]; Dandurand & Griffiths
[15]. Former inmates frequently face structural barriers such as
employer discrimination, low educational attainment, and limited
vocational skills, which collectively constrain their labour market
integration Pager [19]; Cooney [16]. These barriers contribute to
unemployment and economic marginalisation, both of which are
strongly associated with recidivism Dandurand & Griffiths [15].
Entrepreneurship, therefore, provides a viable mechanism for
overcoming these challenges by enabling individuals to generate
their own employment opportunities and achieve economic
autonomy (Munyoro & Gumisiro, 2017; Williams [8].

Empirical studies indicate that entrepreneurship education
enhances self-efficacy, financial literacy, and entrepreneurial
intention among incarcerated populations (Munyoro & Gumisiro.,
2017; Zainal [6] Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12]; Munyoro & Chihobvu
[14]. These outcomes are critical for successful reintegration,
particularly when supported by mentorship and post-release
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support systems (Dandurand & Griffiths [15]. In the Zimbabwean
context, the Zimbabwe Prisons and Correctional Service (ZPCS)
has increasingly incorporated entrepreneurial activities into its
rehabilitation programmes (Munyoro & Gumisiro., 2017; Zainal
[6] Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12]; Munyoro & Chihobvu [14]. Through
correctional industries such as agriculture, carpentry, welding, and
leatherwork, inmates acquire practical and income-generating
skills (Munyoro & Gumisiro., 2017; Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12];
Munyoro & Chihobvu [14]. These initiatives aim to transform
prisons into productive institutions while equipping inmates with
competencies necessary for sustainable livelihoods (Munyoro &
Gumisiro., 2017; Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12]; Munyoro & Chihobvu
[14]. Despite these promising developments, entrepreneurship
alone cannot fully address reintegration challenges. Scholars
highlight persistent barriers such as limited access to start-
up capital, weak social networks, and societal stigma Mufioz &
Wainwright [10]. Therefore, entrepreneurship programmes must
be embedded within comprehensive reintegration frameworks
that include mentorship, microfinance, and community support
systems.

Review of relevant literature

Recidivism remains a persistent global challenge and is widely
defined as the tendency of formerly incarcerated individuals to
reoffend and return to prison Dandurand & Griffiths [15]; Moyo
[20]. Within the field of Criminology, recidivism is considered a
key indicator of the effectiveness of correctional interventions
Dandurand & Griffiths [15]. In Zimbabwe, structural barriers
such as unemployment, stigma, and limited post-release support
significantly contribute to high recidivism rates Moyo [20].
Scholarly literature consistently identifies unemployment as a
primary driver of recidivism and hence, Cooney [16] argues that
economic marginalisation increases the likelihood of reoffending,
particularly in developing economies where formal employment
opportunities are scarce. In Zimbabwe, the dominance of the
informal sector makes entrepreneurship a viable alternative
pathway for reintegration Munyoro [18] Munyoro [14]. Thus,
entrepreneurship enables ex-offenders to generate income
independently, thereby reducing reliance on exclusionary labour
markets (Munyoro & Gumisiro., 2017; Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12];
Munyoro & Chihobvu [14].

Global studies further demonstrate the effectiveness of
entrepreneurship programmes in reducing recidivism Hill [11];
PEP [21]. Forinstance, the Prison Entrepreneurship Program in the
United States reports significantly lower recidivism rates among
programme participants compared to national averages PEP [21].
These programmes combine business education with mentorship,
networking, and post-release support, creating a holisticapproach
to reintegration Hill [11]. Additionally, research suggests that
formerly incarcerated individuals often possess entrepreneurial
traits such as resilience, adaptability, and risk tolerance Williams
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[8]. When harnessed through structured training programmes,
these attributes can be transformed into productive economic
activities Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12]; Munyoro & Chihobvu [14].
However, scholars caution that entrepreneurship is not a universal
solution. Barriers such as limited access to finance, regulatory
constraints, and weak support networks can undermine the
sustainability of entrepreneurial ventures Mufioz & Wainwright
[10]. Recent systematic reviews (e.g., Zainal [6] confirm that
entrepreneurship-based interventions improve reintegration
outcomes by addressing key determinants of recidivism, including
unemployment and social exclusion. These findings underscore
the importance of integrating entrepreneurship within broader
rehabilitation frameworks.

Theoretical review

This study is anchored in several theoretical frameworks
that explain the relationship between entrepreneurship,
rehabilitation, and recidivism reduction. One of the most relevant
is Desistance Theory, which posits that individuals cease criminal
behaviour when they adopt new identities and social roles that
are incompatible with crime Maruna [9]. Entrepreneurship
facilitates this transformation by enabling individuals to redefine
themselves as business owners and contributors to society
(Munyoro & Chihobvu [14]. Another relevant framework is
Human Capital Theory, which emphasises the role of education
and skills development in enhancing individual productivity
and economic outcomes Becker [22]; Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12].
Accordingly, entrepreneurship education within correctional
settings enhances inmates’ skills, knowledge, and competencies,
thereby increasing their employability and capacity for self-
employment Becker [22]; Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12].

The Social Capital Theory also provides important insights,
highlighting the role of social networks, relationships, and trust
in facilitating economic and social opportunities Putnam [23].
For formerly incarcerated individuals, access to mentorship,
community support, and professional networks is critical for
successful entrepreneurial ventures Putnam [23]; Munyoro &
Chihobvu [14]. Additionally, Theory of Planned Behavior explains
how attitudes, subjective norms, and perceived behavioural control
influence entrepreneurial intentions Ajzen [24]; Munyoro [18].
Entrepreneurship education in prisons can positively shape these
factors, thereby increasing inmates’ intentions to engage in self-
employment after release Becker [22]; Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12].
Together, these theoretical perspectives provide a comprehensive
framework for understanding how entrepreneurship can serve as
a catalyst for rehabilitation and recidivism reduction.

Research gap

Despite the growing body of literature on entrepreneurship
and offender rehabilitation, significant gaps remain, particularly
within the Zimbabwean context. Existing studies have largely
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focused on general vocational training and rehabilitation
programmes, with limited attention given to entrepreneurship
as a distinct and structured intervention within the Zimbabwe
Prisons and Correctional Service (ZPCS) Munyoro & Uzhenyu
[12]; Munyoro & Chihobvu [14]. Furthermore, much of the existing
research is quantitative in nature and does not adequately capture
the lived experiences of incarcerated individuals participating
in entrepreneurship programmes. There is a lack of qualitative
studies that explore how such programmes influence identity
transformation, self-efficacy, long-term reintegration
outcomes. Another critical gap relates to the integration of
entrepreneurship with post-release support systems. While
global literature highlights the importance of mentorship, access
to finance, and business incubation, there is limited empirical
evidence on how these components are implemented within
Zimbabwe’s correctional system. This study therefore seeks to

and

fill these gaps by providing a qualitative case study of the ZPCS,
focusing on entrepreneurship as a catalytic agent for rehabilitation
and recidivism reduction. By examining inmates’ experiences,
institutional practices, and reintegration outcomes, the study
contributes to both theoretical and practical understanding of
entrepreneurship in correctional settings, particularly within
developing country contexts.

Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework underpinning this study
positions entrepreneurship as a catalytic mechanism through
which correctional rehabilitation can be transformed from a
predominantly punitive paradigm into a developmental and
reintegrative process. Within the context of the Zimbabwe
Prison and Correctional Service (ZPCS), entrepreneurship-based
initiatives are conceptualised as multidimensional interventions
that simultaneously build economic capability, reshape offender
identity, and strengthen social reintegration pathways Munyoro
& Uzhenyu [12]; Munyoro & Chihobvu [14]. By integrating
entrepreneurship education, vocational training, and enterprise
development programmes, correctional institutions enhance
inmates’ human capital, equipping them with market-relevant
skills and fostering self-reliance Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12];
Munyoro & Chihobvu [14]. Contemporary empirical evidence
suggests that prison-based education and employment-oriented
programmes significantly improve post-release employment
outcomes and reduce recidivism by increasing access to legitimate
income-generating opportunities Sprick Schuster & Stickle [25];
Davira [26]; Makombe [27]. In Zimbabwe, ZPCS initiatives such
as agricultural production units, prison industries, and vocational
workshops exemplify this shift toward rehabilitative correctional
models, aligning with broader global trends that emphasise skills
development and economic empowerment as central to effective
offender reintegration (Munyoro & Chihobvu [14].
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The framework s theoretically anchored in Desistance Theory,
Human Capital Theory, and Entrepreneurial Empowerment
Theory, which collectively explain the mechanisms through
which entrepreneurship influences behavioural change and
reintegration outcomes Ajzen [24]; Becker [22]; Putnam [23];
Maruna [9]; Munyoro [18]; Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12]; Munyoro
& Chihobvu [14]. Desistance Theory highlights the importance
of identity transformation, suggesting that entrepreneurial
engagement fosters pro-social roles and future-oriented thinking
among inmates, thereby reducing the likelihood of reoffending
Maruna [9]. Human Capital Theory reinforces this by asserting
that investments in education and vocational competencies
enhance employability and productivity, mitigating the structural
drivers of criminal behaviour such as unemployment and
economic exclusion Becker [22]; Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12].
Entrepreneurial Empowerment Theory further extends this
perspective by emphasising the role of entrepreneurship in
cultivating self-efficacy, autonomy, and resilience, particularly
among marginalised populations such as formerly incarcerated
individuals Putnam [23]. However, while these theoretical
perspectives provide a robust explanatory foundation, critical
analysis reveals that their applicability within correctional
systems in developing contexts such as Zimbabwe may be
constrained by systemic limitations, including resource scarcity,
institutional inefficiencies, and limited alignment between prison
training programmes and external labour market demands
Makombe [27]; UNODC [2] Munyoro & Chihobvu [14].

Despite its conceptual strengths, the framework must be
critically interrogated in relation to contextual and structural
barriers that mediate the effectiveness of entrepreneurship-based
rehabilitation. Access to financial capital, persistent social stigma
against ex-offenders, and weak post-release support systems
remain significant impediments to the successful translation of
entrepreneurial skills into sustainable livelihoods Munyoro &
Chihobvu [14]. Moreover, the institutional capacity of ZPCS to
deliver high-quality, market-responsive training programmes is
often constrained by funding limitations, outdated infrastructure,
and insufficient partnerships with private sector actors Munyoro
& Uzhenyu [12]; Munyoro & Chihobvu [14]. Recent studies
caution that without integrated reintegration support, including
mentorship, access to credit, and policy frameworks that facilitate
ex-offender participation in the formal economy, entrepreneurship
interventions may have limited long-term impact on recidivism
reduction Davira [26]; Sprick Schuster & Stickle [25]; UNODC
[2]. Therefore, while entrepreneurship presents a promising
rehabilitative strategy, its effectiveness is contingent upon a
holistic, systems-based approach that addresses both individual-
level capacity building and broader socio-economic and
institutional constraints, ensuring that correctional reforms
translate into meaningful and sustained reintegration outcomes.
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Conceptual framework diagram (Figure 1)
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Putnam [23]. Within ZPCS, such initiatives include vocational
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Conceptual Framework: entrepreneurship as a catalytic
agent for rehabilitation and recidivism reduction

This conceptual framework positions entrepreneurship
as a transformative mechanism within correctional systems,
particularly within the Zimbabwe Prisons and Correctional
Service (ZPCS), for promoting rehabilitation and reducing
recidivism Makombe [27]; UNODC [2] Munyoro & Chihobvu [14].
It integrates elements of human capital theory, desistance theory,
and social reintegration models to explain how correctional
entrepreneurship programmes (independent variable) influence
a sequence of interrelated outcomes such as entrepreneurial
capacity development, psychological transformation, economic
reintegration, and social reintegration, and ultimately leading to
reduced recidivism (dependent variable) Ajzen [24]; Becker [22];
Putnam [23]; Maruna [9]; Munyoro [18]; Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12];
Munyoro & Chihobvu [14]. The framework further recognises the
moderating role of structural and contextual factors that may
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scale enterprise development, transforming correctional facilities
into productive hubs of skills development and economic
participation Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12]; Munyoro & Chihobvu
[14]. Zimbabwe’s correctional model has notably embraced
agricultural and industrial programmes such as farming,
carpentry, textile production, and metalwork and not only to
enhance inmates’ technical competencies but also to contribute
to national food security and institutional self-sufficiency ZPCS
[28]; Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12]; Munyoro & Chihobvu [14]. These
programmes align with global correctional trends that view
prisons as centres for human capital development rather than
mere custodial institutions Putnam [23]; Williams [8] Zainal [6].

Empirical research indicates that entrepreneurship education
in correctional settings improves employability, fosters self-
reliance, and enhances post-release economic prospects Williams
[8]; Zainal [6]. However, critical analysis reveals that while such
programmes are conceptually robust, their effectiveness often
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depends on programme quality, relevance to market demands,
and continuity after release Putnam [23]; Williams [8]; Zainal [6];
Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12]. In many developing contexts, including
Zimbabwe, resource constraints, outdated training infrastructure,
and weak linkages with external markets limit the scalability
and long-term impact of these initiatives UNODC [29]; Munyoro
& Chihobvu [14]. Thus, while correctional entrepreneurship
programmes serve as a foundational intervention, their success
requires systemic alignment with broader economic and
institutional frameworks Munyoro & Chihobvu [14].

Entrepreneurial capacity development: Entrepreneurial
capacity developmentrepresents a key mediating variable through
which correctional programmes influence post-release outcomes
Putnam [23]; Williams [8] Zainal [6] Munyoro & Chihobvu [14].
Thus, entrepreneurship training equips inmates with essential
competencies such as financial literacy, business planning,
opportunity recognition, and innovation Putnam [23]; Williams
[8]; Zainal [6] Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12]. In addition, financial
literacy enhances individuals’ ability to manage resources, make
informed financial decisions, and sustain business operations
Al-Hattami [30]; Rapina et al., 2023). Business planning skills
enable structured decision-making, risk assessment,
strategic resource allocation, while opportunity recognition
allows individuals to identify and exploit market gaps Ramos-
Rodriguez [31]. Additionally, innovation and problem-solving
skills foster adaptability in dynamic economic environments
Munyoro [18]; Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12]. From a theoretical
perspective, these competencies contribute to human capital
development, which is strongly associated with productivity

and

and employment creation Munyoro [18]; Mubango [32]. For
formerly incarcerated individuals, entrepreneurial capacity is
particularly significant because it offers an alternative to formal
employment, where discrimination and structural barriers
are prevalent (Munyoro & Gumisiro, 2017; Munyoro [18];
Mubango [32]; Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12]. Critically, however, the
assumption that skills acquisition automatically translates into
entrepreneurial success is often overstated. Evidence suggests
that without access to financial capital, mentorship, and enabling
ecosystems, entrepreneurial capacity alone may not result in
sustainable ventures Mufioz & Wainwright [10]. Therefore, while
capacity development is necessary, it is insufficient in isolation,
highlighting the need for integrated support systems.

Personal transformation (psychological change):
Entrepreneurship facilitates psychological

transformation, a crucial dimension of rehabilitation because

education also

participation in such programmes enhances self-efficacy,
confidence, motivation, and personal agency and attributes
essential for successful reintegration (Munyoro & Gumisiro., 2017;
Mubango [32]; Mufioz & Wainwright [10]; Munyoro & Chihobvu
[14]. Studies show that entrepreneurship training fosters an
entrepreneurial mindset and strengthens perceived behavioural
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control Martin-Gutiérrez [33]; Nabi et al, 2024; Munyoro &
Uzhenyu [12]. Within correctional contexts, this contributes to
identity reconstruction, enabling individuals to transition from
criminal identities to pro-social roles such as entrepreneurs
Martin-Gutiérrez [33]; Nabi et al.,, 2024; Munyoro & Uzhenyu [12].
This aligns with desistance theory, which emphasises identity
transformation as central to sustained behavioural change
Grosholz [34]. Empirical evidence further demonstrates that
entrepreneurship programmes promote discipline, responsibility,
and goal orientation Hamenda & Hamenda [35]; Zainal [6].
Nevertheless, a critical perspective suggests that psychological
transformation is not solely dependent on training interventions
but also on broader environmental and relational factors,
including family support, societal acceptance, and post-release
opportunities. Without these, identity transformation may remain
fragile and susceptible to relapse.

Economic reintegration: Economic reintegration is a
direct outcome of entrepreneurial capacity and psychological
transformation because entrepreneurship enables formerly
incarcerated individuals to engage in self-employment, establish
small enterprises, and participate in informal economic activities,
that is entrepreneurship research Naudé [36]; Acs [37]. This is
particularly significant given the barriers ex-offenders face in
formal labour markets, including stigma and limited qualifications
Pager [19]; Western [38], and entrepreneurship provides an
alternative pathway to financial independence, reducing reliance
on illicit activities Fairlie & Uberti [39]; Naudé [36]. Empirical
studies indicate that stable employment and entrepreneurial
engagement significantly lower recidivism rates by improving
income stability and fostering social responsibility Schnepel [40];
Hwang & Phillips [7] Zainal [6]. However, in the Zimbabwean
context, the informal economy dominates, which presents both
opportunities and risks. While it allows easier entry for ex-
offenders, it often lacks stability, legal protection, and access
to finance World Bank [41]. Consequently, the sustainability
of economic reintegration through entrepreneurship remains
contingent on broader economic conditions and policy support.

Social reintegration: Social reintegration complements
economic reintegration by facilitating the rebuilding of social
networks and community acceptance Maruna [9]; Berg & Huebner
[42]. Accordingly, gainful employment or entrepreneurial activity
enhances social legitimacy and reduces stigma associated with
criminal records Pager [19] Western [38]. Entrepreneurship
can reshape public perceptions by demonstrating responsibility
and productivity Bajwa [43]; Lee & McCright [44]. Moreover,
social support systems that is, including family, mentorship,
and community organisations, play a critical role in sustaining
reintegration outcomes (Robby et al, 2022; Oswald [45]. The
UNODC [29] emphasises that reintegration programmes are
most effective when they adopt a holistic approach integrating
social, support mechanisms.

economic, and psychological
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Nonetheless, persistent stigma and weak institutional support
in many societies, including Zimbabwe, continue to undermine
reintegration efforts.

Reduced recidivism (dependent variable): The ultimate
objective of the conceptual framework is the reduction of
recidivism Duwe & Clark [46]; Hwang & Phillips [7]. The interaction
between economic stability, psychological transformation, and
social reintegration addresses both structural and individual
drivers of criminal behaviour Andrews & Bonta [47]; Maruna
[9]. Entrepreneurship contributes to this outcome by providing
legitimate income opportunities, fostering personal agency, and
strengthening pro-social bonds Oladejo & Dastile [48]; Mufioz
& Wainwright [10]. Empirical evidence consistently shows that
individuals who achieve stable livelihoods and social integration
are less likely to reoffend Hwang & Phillips [7] Zainal [6]. Critically,
however, causality remains complex. While entrepreneurship is
associated with reduced recidivism, it is often one component
within a broader ecosystem of interventions Duwe & Clark [46].
Consequently, over-reliance on entrepreneurship as a standalone
solution risks overlooking structural inequalities and systemic
barriers that contribute to criminal behaviour.

Moderating factors: Within the qualitative case study of
entrepreneurship as a catalytic agent for rehabilitation and
recidivism reduction in the Zimbabwe Prison and Correctional
Service, moderating factors emerge as critical determinants
shaping the efficacy and sustainability of entrepreneurial
interventions among formerly incarcerated individuals. Access
to finance remains a persistent structural barrier, as ex-offenders
frequently encounter exclusion from formal credit systems,
thereby constraining start-up viability and reinforcing reliance
on informal survivalist enterprises Onyekwelu [49]; World
Bank [41]. Equally, the role of policy and institutional support is
pivotal; while pro-entrepreneurship frameworks can stimulate
inclusive economic participation, weak policy coordination and
limited reintegration strategies in many developing contexts,
including Zimbabwe, undermine these efforts Ebewo [50]; Ncube
[51]. Social stigma, as originally conceptualised by Devah Pager
and reaffirmed in contemporary analyses by the UNODC [29],
continues to restrict access to markets, networks, and trust-based
transactions, thereby diminishing the transformative potential of
entrepreneurship programmes Pager [19]; Western [38].

Furthermore, mentorship and structured aftercare services
are shown to significantly enhance post-release adjustment,
fostering both business continuity and psychosocial resilience;
however, such support mechanisms remain inconsistently
implemented and under-resourced in correctional systems
UNODC [29]; Berg & Huebner [42]. Macroeconomic conditions,
particularly Zimbabwe’s prolonged economic volatility, currency
instability, and high levels of informality, further complicate
entrepreneurial success by limiting market predictability and

investment confidence IMF [52]; World Bank [41]. Critically, this

analysis reveals that entrepreneurship alone cannot function as a
panacea for recidivism reduction; rather, its impact is contingent
upon an enabling ecosystem that integrates financial inclusion,
stigma reduction, institutional coherence, and macroeconomic
stability Naudé [36]; Acs et al [37]. Thus, without systematically
addressing these moderating variables, entrepreneurship
programmes risk reproducing structural inequalities and yielding
only marginal rehabilitative outcomes, necessitating a more
holistic and context-sensitive policy approach.

Research Methodology and Data Analysis
Research design

The present study employs a qualitative case study design to
explore the nuanced experiences and perceptions of stakeholders
engaged with entrepreneurship initiatives within the Zimbabwe
Prison & Correctional Service (ZPCS) Creswell & Poth [53]; Yin
[54]. A qualitative case study is particularly appropriate for
investigating contemporary phenomena within their real-life
context when the boundaries between the phenomenon and its
context are not sharply defined Yin [54]. This approach allows for
an in-depth understanding of how participants conceptualize and
experience entrepreneurship as a rehabilitative pathway within
the complex social, institutional, and economic structures of ZPCS
Stake [1995] Creswell & Poth [53]. Through detailed examination
of individual lived experiences, this design enables researchers
to uncover contextual influences that shape attitudes toward
rehabilitation and recidivism, rather than seeking generalizable
causal relationships typical of quantitative methods (Merriam &
Tisdell [56].

As literature on correctional entrepreneurship programs
indicates, qualitative inquiry is essential for capturing the
subjective realities of justice-impacted individuals and the
corrective environment they navigate Berg & Lune [57]; Ontong
& Fourie [58]. Purposive sampling was adopted to recruit a
diverse yet targeted group of participants who could offer
rich, experiential insights into prison-based entrepreneurship
training Palinkas [59]. This sampling strategy intentionally
selects individuals most knowledgeable or directly involved with
the phenomenon of interest, including incarcerated learners
engaged in entrepreneurship, correctional officers supporting
rehabilitative programming, and external facilitators or trainers
Etikan et al [60]. Such purposeful selection enhances the study’s
ability to generate in-depth, contextually grounded knowledge
about entrepreneurial activities and their perceived impact on
personal transformation and future economic aspirations Patton
[51]. Purposive sampling has been widely used in qualitative
research examining complex social processes, such as recidivism
management and rehabilitation in correctional settings, because
it enables the researcher to focus on information-rich cases that
illuminate the topic under investigation Muntingh [62].
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Data collection

Data for this qualitative inquiry were collected primarily
through semi-structured interviews complemented by document
review to triangulate findings and enhance construct validity
Bowen [63]; Yin [54]. Semi-structured interviews provide a
flexible yet systematic means of eliciting participants’ perceptions,
allowing for exploration of individual meanings, aspirations,
and contextualized experiences while maintaining core lines
of inquiry across interviewees Kallio [64]. This flexibility is
especially valuable in correctional research, where participants’
interpretations of rehabilitation programs, entrepreneurial skills
training, and challenges encountered often unfold in complex,
multi-layered narratives Tracy [65]. Interview protocols focused
on participants’ engagement with entrepreneurship training,
perceived personal growth and changes while incarcerated,
expectations for economic participation post-release,
anticipated barriers to reintegration Creswell & Poth [53].
Methodological literature underscores that semi-structured
interviews are a cornerstone of qualitative case studies where
deep engagement with subjective perspectives is required to
uncover underlying themes and patterns Turnbull [66] Kallio et
al [64].

and

In addition to interviews, document reviews were conducted
to contextualize participants’ accounts within institutional
frameworks and programmatic histories Bowen [63]. These
included reviewing ZPCS policy documents, training manuals,
and reports related to prison industries and rehabilitative
programming. Document review serves as a non-reactive
data source that enriches understanding of organizational
priorities, procedural norms, and program structures that shape
entrepreneurial interventions Bowen [63]; Yin [54]. By integrating
interview data with documentary evidence, the study achieves
methodological triangulation, which strengthens credibility and
depth of analysis in qualitative research Flick [67]. This multi-
source approach allows for a more robust interpretation of how
entrepreneurship initiatives operate within ZPCS and how these
initiatives are perceived to contribute to rehabilitation and
recidivism reduction Yin [54].

Data analysis

In alignment with the study’s qualitative case study design,
data were analysed using thematic analysis, a rigorous and
systematic approach suitable for identifying, interpreting, and
reporting patterns of meaning across textual data Braun & Clarke
[68]; Munyoro [69]; Braun & Clarke [70]. Thematic analysis
allows researchers to move beyond surface-level descriptions
to articulate richer insights into participants’ lived experiences,
perceptions, and the socio-institutional contexts that shape
their engagements with entrepreneurship as a rehabilitative
intervention Munyoro [69]; Braun & Clarke [70]. This method
is widely recognized in qualitative research examining complex
phenomena within correctional and rehabilitation settings,

where understanding subjective meanings, social processes,
and participants’ interpretive frameworks is paramount Tracy
[65]; Chauke [71]. Such analysis enabled the research team to
systematically code interview transcripts and documentary
materials, develop meaningful categories, and consolidate these
into coherent themes reflecting key aspects of entrepreneurial
engagement, identity transformation, and reintegration
aspirations among justice-impacted stakeholders Munyoro [69];

Braun & Clarke [70].

The analytic process commenced with verbatim transcription
of semi-structured interviews, followed by iterative open
and focused coding to capture salient concepts related to
rehabilitation, economic empowerment, self-efficacy, and barriers
to reintegration Saldafia [72]. Codes were then organized into
broader thematic clusters that captured shared experiences and
divergent perspectives across stakeholder groups Braun & Clarke
[68]; Chauke [71]. Coding was both inductive, allowing themes to
emerge organically from participants’ narratives, and deductive,
informed by theoretical constructs relevant to entrepreneurial
rehabilitation and recidivism Munyoro [69]; Saldafa [72].
Comparative analysis across participant categories (incarcerated
learners, correctional staff, and external facilitators) enhanced
interpretive depth and analytic triangulation Flick [67]. Through
this iterative, reflective process, the research identified patterns
that illustrated how entrepreneurship initiatives within the
Zimbabwe Prison & Correctional Service (ZPCS) are perceived
to influence personal transformation and prospects for lawful
economic participation post-release Tracy [65].
analysis, therefore, served not only as an analytic tool but also

Thematic

as a mechanism for integrating subjective lived experience
with institutional and policy contexts shaping correctional
entrepreneurship outcomes (Braun & Clarke [70]; Munyoro [69]).

Findings
Empowerment through skills acquisition

Findings from the qualitative interviews indicate that
entrepreneurship education within the Zimbabwe Prisons
and Correctional Service (ZPCS) plays a transformative role in
empowering incarcerated individuals through the acquisition
of practical and cognitive skills Alemu [73]; Hwang & Phillips
[7]. Participants consistently reported that engagement in
entrepreneurial training, particularly in areas such as business
planning, financial literacy, and small enterprise management,
enhanced their sense of self-efficacy and agency Nisser [74]; Zainal
[6]. These skills were perceived not only as technical competencies
but also as catalysts for psychological transformation, enabling
participants to envision constructive futures beyond incarceration
Kolodziejczyk & Wlodarczyk [75].

Participant narratives reflected a strong sense of renewed
personal capability. One respondent explained: “Learning how to
plan and run a business made me believe I can start over after
release” (Participant A).
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Such testimonies suggest that entrepreneurship education
functions as a mechanism for restoring self-belief among
incarcerated individuals who often enter correctional institutions
with diminished confidence due to marginalization and prior
socioeconomic disadvantage Alemu [73]. The development of
entrepreneurial competencies appears to cultivate a forward-
looking orientation, encouraging participants to view themselves
as potential contributors to economic and social development
rather than as perpetual offenders Naudé [36].

These with international
emphasizing that entrepreneurship education fosters critical
forms of human capital among justice-involved populations
Naudé [36]; Kolodziejczyk & Wlodarczyk [75]. Studies show
that programs focusing on business development, financial
literacy, and opportunity recognition can significantly enhance
participants’ problem-solving abilities
reliance Hwang & Phillips [7] Zainal [6]. Similarly, research on
correctional education programs demonstrates that skill-based
training improves inmates’ self-efficacy and preparedness for
employment or self-employment following release Nisser [74].

findings align scholarship

and economic self-

Within Zimbabwe’s correctional system, entrepreneurial learning
is frequently integrated with vocational training initiatives
that provide inmates with practical production skills ZPCS
[28]. Programs in agriculture, leatherwork, construction, and
manufacturing expose inmates to income-generating activities
while simultaneously contributing to institutional productivity
Muzvidziwa & Madhuku [76]. Participants noted that skills such
as brick-making, curio production, carpentry, tailoring, and shoe
manufacturing could translate into viable livelihoods after release
Muzvidziwa & Madhuku [76].

One inmate participating in a prison industry program
explained that learning these trades provided “life survival skills”
and renewed confidence in the ability to earn a legitimate living
upon reentry into society.

From a qualitative analytical perspective, these narratives
illustrate how entrepreneurship education contributes to
capability development, consistent with human capital and
empowerment frameworks widely applied in rehabilitation
research Sen [77] Naudé [36]. Skills acquisition not only
equips inmates with economic tools but also fosters identity
reconstruction, transforming self-perceptions from offenders
to potential entrepreneurs Kolodziejczyk & Wlodarczyk [75].
Consequently, the findings suggest that entrepreneurship training
within correctional settings can serve as a critical rehabilitative
intervention that strengthens inmates’ capacity for socioeconomic
reintegration.

Perceived reduction in recidivism risk

Another salient theme emerging from the interviews was

DOI: 10.19080/ACJPP.2026.02.555595

the perceived relationship between entrepreneurial competence
and reduced likelihood of reoffending Alemu [73]; Hwang &
Phillips [7]. Participants frequently articulated the belief that
possessing viable business ideas and entrepreneurial skills
diminished their inclination to return to criminal activities Zainal
[6]. The acquisition of legitimate economic opportunities was
described as a key deterrent against recidivism. For instance,
one participant remarked: “I now have ideas I want to pursue; |
don’t want to go back to crime” (Participant B). Such statements
illustrate a psychological shift in which participants began to
view entrepreneurship as a realistic alternative to illicit income-
generating strategies Kolodziejczyk & Wlodarczyk [75]. Through
thematic analysis, these narratives reveal that entrepreneurial
training can foster both economic motivation and identity
transformation and two mechanisms widely recognized in
criminological desistance theory (Maruna [9]; Farrall [78].

Studies
incarcerated

Existing research supports these perceptions.
examining entrepreneurship among formerly
individuals indicate that self-employment often emerges as
a viable pathway for economic reintegration, particularly in
contexts where criminal records create barriers to conventional
employment Hwang & Phillips [7] Naudé [36]. Formerly
incarcerated individuals frequently turn to entrepreneurial
activities as a strategy to overcome labour market discrimination
and limited job opportunities Zainal [6]. Importantly, these
entrepreneurial pathways have been associated with improved
income stability and reduced tendencies toward reoffending
Hwang & Phillips [7]. Program evaluations of prison-based
entrepreneurship initiatives in other jurisdictions demonstrate
similarly promising outcomes. For the Prison
Entrepreneurship Program in the United States has reported

example,

significantly lower recidivism rates among program graduates
compared to national averages Hill [11]; Sonfield [79]. Although
such outcomes are influenced by additional support mechanisms,
including mentorship, networking, and post-release employment
assistance, they nonetheless illustrate the potential impact of
entrepreneurship education on long-term desistance from crime
Alemu [73].

Within the Zimbabwean context, participants’ perceptions
correspond with broader correctional policy goals aimed
at transforming prisons into centres of rehabilitation and
productivity ZPCS [28]. Industry-based training programs
implemented by the Zimbabwe Prisons and Correctional Service
seek to equip inmates with knowledge and practical skills that
enable them to become productive members of society upon
release Muzvidziwa & Madhuku [76]. The convergence between
participant narratives and global empirical evidence therefore
strengthens the argument that entrepreneurship can serve as a
viable mechanism for reducing recidivism by addressing both
economic vulnerability and identity transformation.
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Systemic barriers to post-release entrepreneurial
success

Despite  the perceptions  associated  with
entrepreneurial training, participants consistently highlighted

significant structural barriers that could undermine their ability

positive

to translate acquired skills into sustainable livelihoods following
release Zainal [6] Hwang & Phillips [7]. The most frequently cited
obstacles included limited access to startup capital, persistent
social stigma against formerly incarcerated individuals, and
inadequate institutional support mechanisms for post-release
reintegration Alemu [73]. Participants expressed concern that
without financial resources or institutional backing, launching a
small enterprise would remain difficult despite the skills gained
during incarceration Naudé [36]. One respondent noted that
while entrepreneurship training provides valuable knowledge,
the absence of funding opportunities could prevent many former
inmates from implementing their business ideas. This finding
aligns with existing literature indicating that justice-involved
individuals often face restricted access to financial services, credit
facilities, and investment capital due to criminal records, limited
collateral, and financial exclusion Zainal [6].

Social stigma also emerged as a critical barrier. Participants
believed that negative perceptions of formerly
incarcerated individuals could hinder their ability to attract

societal

customers, secure business partnerships, or access community
support networks Hwang & Phillips [7]. These concerns reflect
broader empirical findings demonstrating that stigma and
discrimination significantly impede reintegration processes by
limiting access to employment, housing, and financial services
Farrall [78]. Furthermore, participants emphasized the need
for structured aftercare programs to bridge the gap between
incarceration and community reintegration Alemu [73]. While
ZPCS provides training during incarceration,
indicated that sustained mentorship,
support, and access to entrepreneurial networks would be
essential for translating training into viable enterprises Naudé
[36]. Some reintegration initiatives in Zimbabwe have begun
addressing this gap by providing starter packs and livelihood
support to released inmates ZPCS [28]. For example, individuals

interviewees

business incubation

trained in horticulture or agriculture have received basic inputs
and tools to initiate small-scale farming enterprises upon release,
illustrating emerging efforts to support reintegration through
entrepreneurship Muzvidziwa & Madhuku [76].

These findings highlight the importance of adopting a holistic
rehabilitation framework that extends beyond prison-based
training. While entrepreneurship education can empower inmates
with skills and motivation, its long-term effectiveness depends
on broader structural support systems that facilitate access to
financial capital, mentorship, and community acceptance. Without
these complementary mechanisms, the transformative potential
of entrepreneurial training may remain constrained.
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Policy Implications

The findings from the Zimbabwe Prison and Correctional
Service (ZPCS) case study foreground entrepreneurship as a
strategic policy lever for advancing rehabilitation through skills
acquisition and empowerment Munoz & Wainwright [10] Nisser
[74]. Evidence from participant narratives demonstrates that
structured entrepreneurial training enhances self-efficacy, goal
orientation, and adaptive competencies, reinforcing its role as a
transformative correctional education tool rather thana peripheral
activity Zainal [6] Cooney, 2021). From a policy perspective,
this necessitates a paradigmatic shift toward embedding
entrepreneurship  within
frameworks as a core rehabilitative pillar European Commission
[80] Munoz & Wainwright [10]. Contemporary research supports
this approach, emphasizing that entrepreneurship education
contributes to human capital development by equipping
incarcerated individuals with financial literacy, opportunity

formal correctional education

recognition, and problem-solving capabilities essential for post-
release economicparticipation Zainal [6] Nisser [74]. Furthermore,
the perceived link between entrepreneurial competence and
reduced recidivism risk highlights the importance of aligning
correctional policy with desistance-oriented frameworks
that integrate economic empowerment with behavioural
transformation Maruna [9]; Cooney., 2021). Studies suggest that
entrepreneurship offers a viable alternative for justice-involved
individuals facing structural labour market exclusion, thereby
fostering identity reconstruction and long-term desistance from
crime Hwang & Phillips [7] Zainal [6]. Accordingly, policymakers
should institutionalize standardized entrepreneurship curricula
across correctional facilities, integrate these programs with
existing prison industries such as agriculture and manufacturing,
and adopt multidimensional evaluation metrics that capture
intermediate reintegration outcomes, including entrepreneurial
intention and employment stability (Munoz & Wainwright [10].

However, the persistence of systemic barriers to post-release
success underscores the need for a comprehensive and integrated
policy framework that extends beyond incarceration (Travis,
Western, & Redburn [81] Nisser [74]. Participants identified
limited access to startup capital, social stigma, and the absence
of structured mentorship as critical constraints that hinder the
practical application of entrepreneurial skills Hwang & Phillips
[7] Cooney.,, 2021). Empirical literature corroborates that the
success of correctional entrepreneurship initiatives is contingent
upon the availability of financial, institutional, and social support
mechanisms that enable formerly incarcerated individuals to
operationalize business ventures (Munoz & Wainwright [10]
Zainal [6]. Consequently, policy responses must move beyond
prison-based training to encompass holistic reintegration
ecosystems, including targeted microfinance schemes, business
incubation programs, and cross-sector partnerships with private
enterprises and community organizations European Commission
[80] Nisser [74]. The concept of “restorative entrepreneurship”
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further reinforces the importance of integrating economic
opportunity with social reintegration and institutional support,
thereby promoting sustainable desistance and social cohesion
Munoz & Wainwright [10]. In the Zimbabwean context, this would
require coordinated policy alignment between ZPCS, government
ministries, and development stakeholders, alongside public
awareness initiatives aimed at reducing stigma toward formerly
incarcerated individuals. By adopting an integrated and evidence-
based policy framework, correctional systems can maximize the
rehabilitative potential of entrepreneurship, enhance post-release
outcomes, and contribute to long-term reductions in recidivism
[81-150].

Conclusion

Overall, the integration of entrepreneurship into rehabilitative
programming represents a promising and forward-looking
strategy for enhancing the social and economic reintegration of
individuals following incarceration. By equipping participants
business skills, fostering self-reliance, and
thinking,

with practical
encouraging innovative entrepreneurship-based
interventions can address structural barriers to employment
that many formerly incarcerated individuals face. Moreover, such
initiatives contribute not only to individual empowerment but
also to broader community development through the creation
of sustainable livelihoods and reduced recidivism. While the
effectiveness of these programs depends on adequate institutional
support, access to financial and mentoring resources, and policy
environments that enable entrepreneurial participation, the
existing evidence suggests that entrepreneurship-focused
rehabilitation can serve as a valuable complement to traditional
correctional education and employment programs. Consequently,
policymakers, practitioners, and researchers should continue to
expand, refine, and rigorously evaluate these initiatives to ensure
their long-term impact and scalability within diverse correctional

and post-release contexts [151-212].

References

1. World Bank (2022) Pathways to employment for vulnerable
populations. World Bank.

2. UNODC (2023) Handbook on the management of prisoners. Vienna:
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) United Nations.

3. ILO (2023) Employment challenges of ex-offenders. International
Labour Organization (ILO).

4. PPI (2024) Mass incarceration and reentry challenges. Prison Policy
Initiative (PPI).

5. Davis LM, Bozick R, Steele JL, Saunders ], Miles ] (2022) Evaluating the
effectiveness of correctional education. RAND Corporation.

6. Zainal D, Omar NA, Aziz NA (2024) Entrepreneurship education in
prisons: A pathway to rehabilitation and reintegration. Education +
Training 66(1): 89-105.

7. Hwang H, Phillips DJ (2020) Entrepreneurship as a response to labour
market discrimination for formerly incarcerated individuals. Academy
of Management Discoveries 6(4): 549-571.

DOI: 10.19080/ACJPP.2026.02.555595

8. Williams CC (2022) Entrepreneurship and ex-offender reintegration:
An institutional perspective. International Journal of Entrepreneurial
Behavior & Research 28(5): 1234-1252.

9. Maruna S (2001) Making good: How ex-convicts reform and rebuild
their lives. American Psychological Association.

10.Munoz P, Wainwright L (2025) Enabling agency in constrained
contexts: How restorative entrepreneuring supports reintegration
post-incarceration. International Small Business Journal.

11.Hill A (2022) Entrepreneurship training and recidivism reduction
among formerly incarcerated individuals. Journal of Small Business
Management.

12. Munyoro G, Uzhenyu D (2025) Evaluating the Effectiveness of Open,
Distance and Electronic Learning in Delivering Entrepreneurial
Leadership Short Courses to the Security Sector: A Case Study of
Zimbabwe Prisons and Correctional Services (ZPCS): Zimbabwe
Journal of Business, Economics & Managment (ZBEM) 4(1): 796-807.

13. Excellence-Oluye N, Adeyemi O, Mhlanga D (2025) Rehabilitation
through skills development in African correctional institutions:
Emerging policy perspectives. African Journal of Criminology and
Justice Studies 17(1): 45-60.

14. Munyoro G, Chihobvu MCN (2026) The role of entrepreneurship in
synchronising production, business, and operational issues in the
Zimbabwe Prison & Correctional Service (ZPCS). Asian Journal of
Economics, Business and Accounting 26(1): 126-140.

15.Dandurand Y, Griffiths CT (2016) Handbook on the prevention of
recidivism and the social reintegration of offenders. United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime.

16.Cooney TM (2012) Entrepreneurship and prison rehabilitation:
Opportunities and challenges. Journal of Correctional Education 63(2):
50-67.

17.Munyoro G, Chikombingo M, Nyandoro Z (2016) The Motives
of Zimbabwean Entrepreneurs: A Case Study of Harare: Africa
Development and Resources Research Institute Journal 16(1): 25.

18. Munyoro G, Potani SN, Mubika AK, Dzapasi Y (2022) The Significance
of Entrepreneurship Education as a Strategic Approach to University
Graduate Employability: A Case Study of University of Zimbabwe:
Africa Development and Resources Research Institute Journal 1(7):
18-52.

19.Pager D (2003) The mark of a criminal record. American Journal of
Sociology 108(5): 937-975.

20.Moyo S (2023) Rehabilitation and reintegration programmes in
Zimbabwean prisons: Challenges and prospects. African Journal of
Criminal Justice Studies 9(2): 45-60.

21. PEP (2024) Annual report. Prison Entrepreneurship Program (PEP).

22.Becker GS (1993) Human capital: A theoretical and empirical analysis
(3rd ed). University of Chicago Press.

23. Putnam RD (2000) Bowling alone: The collapse and revival of American
community. Simon & Schuster.

24.Ajzen 1 (1991) The theory of planned behavior. Organizational
Behavior and Human Decision Processes 50(2): 179-211.

25. Sprick Schuster ], Stickle B (2023) The impact of correctional education
on recidivism: A meta-analysis of recent evidence. Criminology &
Public Policy 22(3): 567-590.

26.Davira F Ndlovu T, Chikodzi D (2024) Entrepreneurship education
and prisoner rehabilitation in Sub-Saharan Africa: Implications for
reintegration. Journal of Correctional Education 75(1): 45-62.

How to cite this article: Gerald M, Moses Cyril Ngawaite C, Mercy Z. Entrepreneurship as a Catalytic Agent for Rehabilitation and Recidivism Reduction
in Correctional Systems: A Qualitative Case Study of the Zimbabwe Prison & Correctional Service. Acad J Politics and Public Admin. 2025; 2(4): 555595


http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/ACJPP.2026.02.555595

Academic Journal of Politics and Public Administration

27.Makombe I (2025) Correctional reforms and rehabilitation strategies
in Zimbabwe: A focus on entrepreneurship development. African
Journal of Criminal Justice Studies 12(2): 88-104.

28.ZPCS (2023) Annual report on correctional rehabilitation and prison
industries. Zimbabwe Prisons and Correctional Service (ZPCS). Harare:
Government of Zimbabwe.

29.UNODC (2021) Handbook on the rehabilitation and social reintegration
of prisoners. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).
United Nations.

30. Al-Hattami HM, Al-Mukhainia AZ, Al-Badawia EA, Al-Najidiya RS, Al-
Hashmia KR (2025) Assessing the role of entrepreneurship education
in fostering innovation and new venture creation: The moderating role
of financial literacy. Cogent Business & Management.

31. Ramos-Rodriguez A, RMedina-Garrido JA, Lorenzo-Gémez ]JD, Ruiz-
Navarro ] (2024) What you know or who you know? The role of
intellectual and social capital in opportunity recognition.

32.Mubango H, Petronella M, Muchowe RM (2025) Transforming rural
learning spaces: The role of entrepreneurship education in promoting
sustainable development in Zimbabwe. International Journal of
Research and Innovation in Social Science.

33. Martin-Gutiérrez A, Montoro-Fernandez E, Dominguez-Quintero A
(2024) Towards quality education: An entrepreneurship education
program for the improvement of self-efficacy and personal initiative.
Social Sciences 13(1): 23.

34.Grosholz JM, Kabongo JD, Morris MH, Wichern A (2020)
Entrepreneurship education in the transformation of incarcerated
individuals: A review of the literature and future research directions.
International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative
Criminology 64(15): 1551-1570.

35.Hamenda B, Hamenda A (2024) The impact of entrepreneurship
education on juvenile prisoners in six provinces of Indonesia.
Indonesian Journal of Business and Entrepreneurship 10(2): 286-299.

36.Naudé W (2022) Entrepreneurship and economic development (2nd
ed). Palgrave Macmillan.

37.Acs ZJ], Estrin S, Mickiewicz T, Szerb L (2023) Entrepreneurship,
institutional economics, and economic growth: An ecosystem
perspective. Journal of Economic Perspectives 37(3): 23-48.

38. Western B, Braga AA, Davis ], Sirois C (2015) Stress and hardship after
prison. American Journal of Sociology, 120(5), 1512-1547.

39.Fairlie RW, Uberti C (2020) Opportunity versus necessity
entrepreneurship. Journal of Economic Perspectives 34(3): 1-27.

40. Schnepel K (2017) Good jobs and recidivism. Economic Journal
127(604): 447-469.

41. World Bank (2023) Informality and economic inclusion in Sub-Saharan
Africa. World Bank.

42.Berg MT, Huebner BM (2011) Reentry and the ties that bind. Justice
Quarterly 28(2): 382-410.

43.Bajwa N (2024) Social reintegration of formerly incarcerated
individuals through entrepreneurship. Journal of Social Policy 53(2):
345-362.

44. Lee H, McCright AM (2024) Public perceptions and reintegration of ex-
offenders. Sociological Perspectives 67(1): 112-130.

45.0swald M (2025) Reintegration and social capital. Criminology &
Criminal Justice 25(2): 210-228.

46.Duwe G, Clark V (2017) The effects of prison-based educational
programming on recidivism. The Prison Journal 97(4): 454-478.

DOI: 10.19080/ACJPP.2026.02.555595

47. Andrews DA, Bonta ] (2010) The psychology of criminal conduct (5th
ed.) Routledge.

48. Oladejo AO, Dastile NP (2024) South Africa’s correctional institutions,
short-term offending, and entrepreneurship. Journal of Economic and
Social Development 11(1).

49. Onyekwelu PN, Ibe GI, Monyei FE, Attamabh ]I, Ukpere WI (2023) The
impact of entrepreneurship institutions on access to micro financing
for sustainable enterprise in an emerging economy. Sustainability.

50. Ebewo PE, Rugimbana R, Shambare R (2025) Entrepreneurship policy
and inclusive growth in developing economies. Development Southern
Africa 42(1): 55-72.

51.Ncube M (2025) ZPCS equips inmates with skills for life after prison.
ZBC News.

52.IMF (2024) Zimbabwe economic outlook report. International
Monetary Fund (IMF).

53. Creswell JW, Poth CN (2018) Qualitative inquiry and research design:
Choosing among five approaches (4th ed.) SAGE.

54.Yin RK (2018) Case study research and applications: Design and
methods (6% ed) SAGE.

55. Stake RE (1995) The art of case study research SAGE.

56. Merriam SB, Tisdell E]J (2016) Qualitative research: A guide to design
and implementation (4% ed). Jossey-Bass.

57.Berg BL, Lune H (2021) Qualitative research methods for the social
sciences (9" ed). Pearson.

58.Ontong ], Fourie SL (2026) Transformative learning in correctional
education: Fostering economic inclusion through entrepreneurship.
In Innovative pedagogies for entrepreneurship education pp: 225-247.

59. Palinkas LA, Horwitz SM, Green CA, Wisdom JP, Duan N, et al. (2015)
Purposeful sampling for qualitative data collection and analysis.
Administration and Policy in Mental Health 42(5): 533-544.

60. Etikan I, Musa SA, Alkassim RS (2016) Comparison of convenience
sampling and purposive sampling. American Journal of Theoretical
and Applied Statistics 5(1): 1-4.

61. Patton MQ (2015) Qualitative research & evaluation methods (4th ed)
SAGE.

62.Muntingh L, Redpath ], Petersen K (2024) Rehabilitation and
reintegration in African correctional systems. African Journal of
Criminology and Justice Studies 16(1): 1-20.

63. Bowen GA (2009) Document analysis as a qualitative research method.
Qualitative Research Journal 9(2): 27-40.

64.Kallio H, Pietild AM, Johnson M, Kangasniemi M (2016) Systematic
methodological review: Developing a framework for a qualitative
semi-structured interview guide. Journal of Advanced Nursing 72(12):
2954-2965.

65. Tracy SJ (2020) Qualitative research methods: Collecting evidence,
crafting analysis, communicating impact (2nd ed) Wiley.

66. Turnbull A (1997) Situated knowledge and qualitative research
methods. In Interpretive paradigms and field methods.

67.Flick U (2018) An introduction to qualitative research (6" ed.) SAGE.

68.Braun V, Clarke V (2006) Using thematic analysis in psychology.
Qualitative Research in Psychology 3(2): 77-101.

69. Munyoro G (2014) Evaluation of the Effectiveness of Handouts
in Enhancing Teaching and Learning in Higher Education: Africa
Development and Resources Research Institute 6(2): 95-107.

How to cite this article: Gerald M, Moses Cyril Ngawaite C, Mercy Z. Entrepreneurship as a Catalytic Agent for Rehabilitation and Recidivism Reduction
in Correctional Systems: A Qualitative Case Study of the Zimbabwe Prison & Correctional Service. Acad J Politics and Public Admin. 2025; 2(4): 555595


http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/ACJPP.2026.02.555595
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0306624X20928020
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0306624X20928020
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0306624X20928020
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0306624X20928020
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0306624X20928020
https://journal.ipb.ac.id/index.php/ijbe/article/view/44317
https://journal.ipb.ac.id/index.php/ijbe/article/view/44317
https://journal.ipb.ac.id/index.php/ijbe/article/view/44317
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07418825.2010.498383
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/07418825.2010.498383
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27221824/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27221824/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27221824/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27221824/

Academic Journal of Politics and Public Administration

70.Braun V, Clarke V (2021). Thematic analysis: A practical guide. SAGE.

71.Chauke TA (2025) Rehabilitation and reintegration in correctional
systems: A qualitative perspective. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation
64(1): 45-62.

72.Saldafia] (2021) The coding manual for qualitative researchers (4" ed)
SAGE.

73.Alemu AM (2023) Entrepreneurship education as a rehabilitation
tool: Evidence from correctional institutions in developing countries.
Journal of Offender Rehabilitation 62(4): 215-233.

74.Nisser A, Ahl H, Berglund K (2024). Entrepreneurial learning in
constrained environments: Insights from correctional education.
International Journal of Entrepreneurial Behavior & Research 30(2):
345-362.

75.Kolodziejczyk D, Wlodarczyk R (2022) Prison education and social
reintegration: The role of entrepreneurial skills. International Journal
of Lifelong Education 41(5): 567-583.

76.Muzvidziwa [, Madhuku L (2022) Rehabilitation through vocational
training: Insights from Zimbabwean prisons. African Journal of
Criminology and Justice Studies 15(1): 45-60.

77.Sen A (1999) Development as freedom. Oxford University Press.

78.Farrall S, Bottoms, A, Shapland ] (2014). Social structures and
desistance from crime. Oxford University Press.

79.Sonfield M (2009) Entrepreneurship education in correctional
institutions: Lessons from the Prison Entrepreneurship Program.
Journal of Entrepreneurship Education 12: 1-10.

80. European Commission (2023) Entrepreneurship education in
correctional settings: Policy frameworks and best practices. Brussels:
European Union.

81. Travis ], Western B, Redburn FS (2014) The growth of incarceration
in the United States: Exploring causes and consequences. National
Academies Press.

82.World Bank (2022) Pathways to reintegration: Reducing recidivism
through economic inclusion. World Bank. Washington, DC.

83.UNODC (2023) Handbook on the rehabilitation and social reintegration
of offenders. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
United Nations.

84.UNODC (2023) Rehabilitation and reintegration of offenders. United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

85.1LO (2023) Employment opportunities and reintegration of ex-
offenders. Geneva: International Labour Organization (ILO).

86.Zainal H (2024) Employment, reintegration, and recidivism: A
longitudinal analysis. Journal of Criminal Justice 82: 101980.

87.Zainal NA, Rahim HL, Ahmad NH (2024) Financial literacy and
entrepreneurial intention among marginalized populations:
Implications for reintegration. Journal of Entrepreneurship in
Emerging Economies 16(2): 389-407.

88.Zainal N, Abdullah A, Ismail R (2024) Entrepreneurship education in
prisons: A systematic review of its role in rehabilitation and recidivism
reduction. Journal of Entrepreneurship Education 27(1): 1-15.

89.Zainal N, Rahim H, Yusuf M (2024) Entrepreneurship and recidivism
reduction: A systematic review. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation
63(1): 1-20.

90. Zainal N, Rahim HL, Ahmad NH (2024) Entrepreneurship education
in prisons: Enhancing self-efficacy and reintegration outcomes.
Education + Training 66(1): 78-95.

DOI: 10.19080/ACJPP.2026.02.555595

91.Zainal N, Rahman A, Karim S (2024) Entrepreneurship training and
post-release employment outcomes among formerly incarcerated
individuals. International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative
Criminology.

92.Zainal N, Rahman A, Abdullah S, Karim M (2024) Entrepreneurship
as a strategy for reducing recidivism: A systematic review. Journal of
Criminal Justice Education 35(1): 58-78.

93.Zainal N, Rahman M, Hamid S (2024) Entrepreneurship training in
correctional institutions and its impact on recidivism: A systematic
review. International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative
Criminology 68(5): 623-642.

94. Zainal N, Rahman R, Ahmad S (2024) Entrepreneurship education in
correctional institutions: Implications for employability and social
reintegration. Education + Training 66(2): 234-249.

95.Zainal SRM (2024) Entrepreneurship training and recidivism
reduction. International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative
Criminology 68(4): 789-807.

96.Zainal SN, Ibrahim F, Zakaria E, Sulaiman WSW, Kamaluddin MR
(2024) Reducing recidivism through entrepreneurship: A systematic
literature review. International Journal of Academic Research in
Business and Social Sciences 14(5): 1620-1634.

97.Zainal S, Rahman A, Karim M, Ismail N (2024) Entrepreneurship
programmes as a strategy for reducing recidivism: A systematic
review. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation 63(2): 87-105.

98.Hwang H, Phillips DJ (2020) Entrepreneurship as a response to
labor market discrimination: Evidence from formerly incarcerated
individuals. Journal of Business Venturing Insights.

99. Hwang H, Phillips F (2020) Entrepreneurship as a response to labour
market discrimination for formerly incarcerated individuals. Small
Business Economics 54(2): 447-468.

100. Hwang H, Phillips R (2020) Entrepreneurship as a pathway to
economic reintegration for formerly incarcerated individuals.
Journal of Business Venturing Insights 13: e00176.

101. Hwang ], Phillips K (2020) Entrepreneurship as a pathway to
desistance: Identity transformation and opportunity creation among
formerly incarcerated individuals. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation
59(4): 215-234.

102. Hwang ], Phillips R (2020) Entrepreneurship and recidivism
reduction. Small Business Economics 54(2): 345-362.

103. Hwang ], Phillips R (2020) Entrepreneurship as a strategy for
economic reintegration among formerly incarcerated individuals.
Journal of Small Business and Enterprise Development 27(4): 623-
639.

104. Hwang K, Phillips D] (2020) Entrepreneurship as a response to
labor market discrimination for formerly incarcerated individuals.
Academy of Management Discoveries 6(4): 551-575.

105. Hwang N, Phillips ] (2020) Entrepreneurship and recidivism
reduction. Small Business Economics 54(2): 345-362.

106. Hwang S, Phillips B (2020) Entrepreneurship as a reentry strategy
for formerly incarcerated individuals. Journal of Small Business
Management 58(3): 600-623.

107. Hwang S, Phillips K (2020) Entrepreneurship as a response to labor
market discrimination for formerly incarcerated individuals. Journal
of Business Venturing Insights 13: e00160.

108. Hwang S, Phillips R (2020) Entrepreneurship as a pathway to
economic opportunity for formerly incarcerated individuals. Journal
of Small Business and Enterprise Development 27(6): 1007-1026.

How to cite this article: Gerald M, Moses Cyril Ngawaite C, Mercy Z. Entrepreneurship as a Catalytic Agent for Rehabilitation and Recidivism Reduction
in Correctional Systems: A Qualitative Case Study of the Zimbabwe Prison & Correctional Service. Acad J Politics and Public Admin. 2025; 2(4): 555595


http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/ACJPP.2026.02.555595

Academic Journal of Politics and Public Administration

109.

110.
111.

112.

113.
114.

115.

116.

117.

118.
119.
120.

121.

122.
123.
124.
125.
126.

127.

Hwang S, Phillips R (2020) Entrepreneurship as a reentry strategy.
Journal of Developmental Entrepreneurship 25(3): 1-15.

Williams CC (2022) Entrepreneurship and informal economy
participation among ex-offenders. Journal of Small Business and
Enterprise Development 29(4): 567-583.

Williams CC (2022) Entrepreneurship as a pathway to labour
market reintegration for ex-offenders. International Journal of
Entrepreneurship and Innovation 23(3): 179-190.

Williams CC (2022) Self-employment and reintegration among
formerly incarcerated populations: Exploring entrepreneurship as
an alternative labour market pathway. Entrepreneurship & Regional
Development 34(9-10): 867-885.

Williams CC (2022) Entrepreneurship among formerly
incarcerated individuals: Opportunity or necessity? International
Entrepreneurship and Management Journal 18(3): 1131-1149.

Williams CC (2022) Entrepreneurship and ex-offender reintegration.
International Journal of Entrepreneurship and Innovation 23(2): 89-
101.

Williams M (2022) How entrepreneurship can reduce crime and
recidivism. Third Way Policy Report.

Williams R (2022) Entrepreneurship education and prisoner re-
entry: Building pathways to self-employment. Journal of Correctional
Education.

Williams R (2022) Prison entrepreneurship programmes and
reentry outcomes. Journal of Correctional Education 73(2): 145-162.

Williams S (2022) Supporting reintegration through entrepreneurial
training: Evidence from correctional programmes. Journal of
Offender Rehabilitation.

Williams T (2022) Self-employment as a pathway to reintegration:
Entrepreneurship among formerly incarcerated individuals. Small
Business Economics 59(3): 1123-1140.

Williams T (2022) The role of entrepreneurship education in
offender rehabilitation. Journal of Small Business and Enterprise
Development 29(3): 410-426.

Munoz P, Wainwright L (2025) Entrepreneurship and prisoner
reintegration: Life-story perspectives on rebuilding entrepreneurial
identities after incarceration. Durham University Business School
Research Reports.

Mufoz P, Wainwright T (2025) Entrepreneurship and desistance:
Exploring enterprise asapathway away from crime. Entrepreneurship
& Regional Development 37(1-2): 1-20.

Mufoz P, Wainwright T (2025) Entrepreneurship and identity
transformation in marginalised populations. Entrepreneurship
Theory and Practice 49(1): 89-112.

Mufioz P, Wainwright T (2025) Entrepreneurship and social
inclusion: The role of enterprise in offender reintegration. Journal of
Small Business and Enterprise Development 32(1): 15-30.

Mufioz P, Wainwright T (2025) Entrepreneurship and social
reintegration = among  formerly incarcerated individuals.
Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice 49(2): 345-367.

Mufioz P, Wainwright T (2025) Entrepreneurship and social
reintegration among formerly incarcerated populations.
Entrepreneurship & Regional Development 37(1-2): 1-21.

Mufioz P, Wainwright T (2025) Entrepreneurship and social
reintegration = among  formerly incarcerated individuals.
Entrepreneurship & Regional Development 37(1-2): 85-104.

DOI: 10.19080/ACJPP.2026.02.555595

128.

129.

130.

131.

132.

133.

134.

135.

136.

137.

138.

139.

140.

141.

142.

143.

144.

145.

146.

147.

Mufoz P, Wainwright T (2025) Entrepreneurship and social
transformation. Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice 49(1): 89-
110.

Mufoz P, Wainwright T (2025) Entrepreneurship as a pathway to
inclusion. Entrepreneurship & Regional Development 37(2): 210-
228.

Mufoz P, Wainwright T (2025) Restorative entrepreneurship and the
reintegration of formerly incarcerated individuals. Entrepreneurship
& Regional Development 37(1-2): 85-104.

Munoz P, Wainwright T (2025) Restorative entrepreneurship:
Reframing enterprise for social reintegration. Entrepreneurship
Theory and Practice 49(1) 45-67.

Munoz P, Wainwright T (2025) Restorative entrepreneurship:
Reintegrating marginalized populations through enterprise. Journal
of Business Venturing Insights 23: e00412.

Mufoz S, Wainwright T (2025) Entrepreneurship and labour market
reintegration among marginalized populations.

Hill A (2022) Prison entrepreneurship programmes and recidivism
reduction: Evidence from programme graduates. Journal of Offender
Rehabilitation 61(6): 421-438.

Hill D (2022) Evaluating the impact of prison entrepreneurship
programs on recidivism reduction. Corrections Today 84(2): 34-41.

Hill ] (2022) Entrepreneurship education in correctional settings:
Empirical evidence and policy implications. Correctional Education
Review.

Hill ] (2022) Entrepreneurship education in prisons: A pathway
to rehabilitation and reduced recidivism. International Journal of
Entrepreneurial Behavior & Research 28(7): 1735-1752.

Hill ] (2022) Prison entrepreneurship programs and the
development of entrepreneurial intentions among inmates. Journal
of Entrepreneurship Education 25(4): 1-15.

Hill L (2022) Entrepreneurship and reentry: The role of business
training in reducing recidivism among formerly incarcerated
individuals. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation 61(5): 357-375.

Hill L (2022) Prison entrepreneurship programs and recidivism
reduction. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation 61(4): 215-233.

Hill L (2022) Prison entrepreneurship programs and reentry success.
Corrections Today 84(3): 34-40.

Excellence-Oluye N, Akinwale O, Ojo T (2025) Entrepreneurship
education and prisoner rehabilitation: Pathways to reintegration
and recidivism reduction. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation 64(1):
45-63.

Excellence-oluye N, Dunbar T, Makinde DA (2025) The role of
innovation on inmate rehabilitation and reintegration in Africa.
Journal of Education, Humaniora and Social Sciences 8(2).

Excellence-Oluye N (2025) Entrepreneurship developmentin African
correctional institutions: Pathways to reintegration. African Journal
of Criminology 12(1): 45-62.

Cooney TM (2012) Entrepreneurship skills for growth-orientated
businesses. Report for the European Commission. OECD Publishing.

Moyo T (2023) Recidivism and reintegration challenges in Zimbabwe.
African Journal of Criminology 5(2): 77-95.

Moyo T (2023) Reintegration challenges among ex-offenders in
Zimbabwe. African Journal of Criminology 5(2): 45-60.

How to cite this article: Gerald M, Moses Cyril Ngawaite C, Mercy Z. Entrepreneurship as a Catalytic Agent for Rehabilitation and Recidivism Reduction
in Correctional Systems: A Qualitative Case Study of the Zimbabwe Prison & Correctional Service. Acad J Politics and Public Admin. 2025; 2(4): 555595


http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/ACJPP.2026.02.555595

Academic Journal of Politics and Public Administration

148.

149.

150.

151.

152.
153.
154.
155.
156.

157.
158.
159.
160.
161.
162.
163.
164.

165.

166.

167.
168.

169.

PEP (2024) Impact report: Reducing recidivism through
entrepreneurship. Houston, TX: Prison Entrepreneurship Program
(PEP).

PEP (2024) PEP by the numbers: 2024 impact recap. Houston, TX.
Prison Entrepreneurship Program (PEP).

ZPCS (2023) Annual report on rehabilitation and reintegration
programs. Zimbabwe Prisons and Correctional Service (ZPCS).
Government of Zimbabwe.

ZPCS (2023) Annual report. Zimbabwe Prisons and Correctional
Service (ZPCS), Harare: Government of Zimbabwe.

UNODC (2021) Roadmap for the development of prison-based
rehabilitation programmes. United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC).

Hamenda B, Hamenda B (2024) Entrepreneurship education
and inmate rehabilitation: Evidence from correctional training
programmes. Journal of Entrepreneurship Education 27(2): 1-14.

Hamenda B, Hamenda C (2024) Skills training and inmate
rehabilitation outcomes in Africa. African Journal of Criminology
6(1): 22-38.

Hamenda B, Hamenda D (2024) Entrepreneurship programmes and
rehabilitation outcomes among incarcerated individuals. (Assumed
citation as provided by the author).

Hamenda B, Hamenda M (2024) Entrepreneurship education in
correctional institutions and reintegration outcomes. Journal of
Offender Rehabilitation 63(1): 1-18.

Naudé W (2022) Entrepreneurship and economic inclusion in
developing countries. World Development 152: 105800.

Schnepel K (2017) Good jobs and recidivism. The Economic Journal
128(608): 447-469.

Schnepel KT (2017) Do post-prison job opportunities reduce
recidivism? IZA World of Labor 399.

Bajwa NUH (2024) Prisoner reintegration through entrepreneurship
and psychology. European Prison Education Association.

Bajwa SU (2024) Entrepreneurship and social reintegration of ex-
offenders. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation 63(2): 101-120.

Lee T, McCright T (2024) Navigating new horizons: The intersection
of entrepreneurship and reentry. National League of Cities.

Lee Y, McCright AM (2024) Social legitimacy and reintegration
outcomes. Social Forces 102(3): 1205-1228.

Oswald M (2025) Reintegration and social support systems.
European Journal of Criminology 22(1): 98-115.

Oswald R] (2025) The role of work integration social enterprise in
overcoming barriers to sustained employment and desistance for
criminalized individuals. The British Journal of Criminology.

Oladejo M, Dastile X (2024) Economic empowerment and recidivism
reduction. Journal of Offender Rehabilitation 63(2): 89-108.

Oladejo M, Dastile X (2024) Entrepreneurship as a tool for offender
rehabilitation. Journal of Developmental Entrepreneurship 29(1):
2450003.

Onyekwelu UL, Mbah SI, Okoye N (2023) Financial exclusion and
microenterprise survival. International Journal of Social Economics
50(4): 567-583.

Ebewo PE, Schultz C, Mmako MM (2025) Towards inclusive
entrepreneurship: Addressing constraining and contributing factors

DOI: 10.19080/ACJPP.2026.02.555595

170.

171.

172.

173.

174.

175.

176.

177.

178.

179.

180.

181.

182.

183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

for women entrepreneurs in South Africa. Administrative Sciences.

Ncube M, Moyo B, Dube T (2025) Institutional barriers to
entrepreneurship in Zimbabwe. African Journal of Economic Review
13(1): 77-95.

Yin RK (2003) Case study research: Design and methods (3" ed) Sage
Publications.

Ontong K, Fourie L (2026) Entrepreneurship in correctional
rehabilitation: Pathways to reintegration. Journal of Correctional
Education 77(1): 15-33.

Turnbull B (1997) The use of semi-structured interviews in
qualitative research. Educational Research Review 9(3): 45-60.

Munyoro G (2014) The Effectiveness of E-Learning in Higher
Education: A Case Study of University of Dundee, Scotland, United
Kingdom: Africa Development and Resources Research Institute:
pISSN: 2343-6891, 1(1): 1-11.

Chauke TA (2025) Correctional education and reintegration: A
qualitative study of young ex-offenders in Cape Flats. Youth 5(2): 49.

Nisser A, Holmberg S, Skardhamar T (2024) Education, employment,
and recidivism: Evidence from correctional training programs.
European Journal of Criminology 21(1): 112-130.

Nisser A, Ramaroson A, Lundstrom A (2024) Entrepreneurial
learning in correctional education: Implications for rehabilitation
and reintegration. International Journal of Offender Therapy and
Comparative Criminology 68(5): 935-952.

Nisser A, Téornblom K, Andersson F (2024) Correctional education
and inmate self-efficacy: The role of vocational and entrepreneurial
training in rehabilitation outcomes. International Journal of Offender
Therapy and Comparative Criminology 68(4): 525-544.

Nisser A, Westin O, Karlsson ] (2024) Prison-based entrepreneurship
education and post-release employability: A longitudinal analysis.
International Journal of Entrepreneurial Behavior & Research 30(2):
345-362.

Nisser M, Gaetz M, Fishberg A, Soicher R, Faruqi F, et al. (2024) From
prisons to programming: Fostering self-efficacy via virtual web
design curricula in prisons and jails arXiv.

Sonfield M (2009) The prison entrepreneurship program:
Entrepreneurship education for formerly incarcerated individuals.
Journal of Entrepreneurship Education 12: 1-10.

Abd Rahman R, Sanep A (2011) Entrepreneurship development
among prisoners. International Journal of Business and Social
Science 2(9): 93-99.

Abd Rahman R, Sanep A (2011) Entrepreneurship development
among prisoners: A strategy for reducing recidivism. International
Journal of Business and Social Science 2(16): 1-7.

Abd Rahman R, Sanep A (2011) Entrepreneurship training in
correctional institutions and its impact on inmates’ employability.
International Journal of Business and Social Science 2(6): 201-207.

Bofu-Matinha M (2025) ZPCS eyes partnerships to boost prison
industries. ZBC News.

(2025) Business Daily News Zimbabwe. Prison launches driving
school at Chikurubi. Business Daily News Zimbabwe.

Davira T, Mazorodze W, Mabiza HJ, Gudyani S (2025) An analysis
on the effectiveness of rehabilitation and reintegration programs in
Zimbabwe prison services: A case of Midlands Correctional Centres.
African Social Science and Humanities Journal.

How to cite this article: Gerald M, Moses Cyril Ngawaite C, Mercy Z. Entrepreneurship as a Catalytic Agent for Rehabilitation and Recidivism Reduction
in Correctional Systems: A Qualitative Case Study of the Zimbabwe Prison & Correctional Service. Acad J Politics and Public Admin. 2025; 2(4): 555595


http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/ACJPP.2026.02.555595

Academic Journal of Politics and Public Administration

188.

189.

190.

191.

192.

193.

194.

195.

196.

197.

198.

Faisal A,Murwijayal, YosephaSY,SukendarT (2025) Entrepreneurship
training for former prisoners: Enhancing economic resilience and
social reintegration. Proceedings of the Perbanas International
Seminar on Economics, Business, Management, Accounting and IT
Community Services.

Farrall S, Calverley A (2006) Understanding desistance from crime.
Open University Press.

Mahlangu G, Zivanai E (2023) Offender eLearning: A systematic
literature review on re-entry, recidivism, and life after prison. Taylor
& Francis Online.

Munyoro G, Phiri A (2020) The Significance of Entrepreneurial
Culture in Zimbabwe Universities: A Case Study of Chinhoyi
University of Technology: Research Journal of Business and Economic
Management: Integrity Research Journals 3(3): 46-68.

Newsreel Zimbabwe (2025) Zimbabwe launches Pathways to
Reintegration Foundation to support ex-inmates. Newsreel
Zimbabwe.

Oloyede F (2025) Entrepreneurship education as a rehabilitation
strategy in correctional institutions. Journal of Entrepreneurship and
Public Policy 14(2): 210-225.

(2025) Parliament of Zimbabwe. State of Prisons - Final Report
(Rehabilitation and Reintegration Activities). Parliament of
Zimbabwe.

Phillips DJ, Hwang ] (2024) Life after prison: Why returning citizens
become entrepreneurs. Knowledge at Wharton.

Phillips ], Hwang ] (2024) Entrepreneurship as a reentry strategy:
Employment barriers and self-employment among formerly
incarcerated individuals. Journal of Small Business Management
62(2): 615-634.

Phillips R, Hwang ] (2024) Self-employment and reintegration:
Entrepreneurial pathways for ex-offenders. Small Business
Economics 63(2): 687-703.

Sonfield MC, Lussier RN, Corman ] (2001) The entrepreneurial
propensity of ex-convicts and the feasibility of self-employment as
a reentry strategy. Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice 25(4): 65-
75.

This work is licensed under Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 License
BY DOI: 10.19080/ACJPP.2026.02.555595

DOI: 10.19080/ACJPP.2026.02.555595

199.

200.

201.

202.

203.
204.

205.

206.

207.

208.

209.

210.

211.

212.

Sonfield M, Lussier R, Corman J (2001) The role of entrepreneurship
in the rehabilitation of prisoners. Journal of Small Business Strategy
12(2): 29-40.

The Standard (2024) Using IT to rehabilitate Zimbabwe’s prisoners.
The Standard.

TLCE (2025) Fosteringeconomicinclusion through entrepreneurship.
Transformative Learning in Correctional Education (TLCE). Springer
Nature.

(2021) United Nations. Nelson Mandela Rules. United Nations.
Veritas Zimbabwe (2026) Prison reform report. Veritas Zimbabwe

Veritas Zimbabwe (2026) State of Prisons - Rehabilitation and
Reintegration Activities. Parliament of Zimbabwe report.

Zainal N, Rahman A, Abdullah S (2023) Entrepreneurship training
and psychological empowerment among prison inmates. Education
and Training 65(7): 931-947.

Zainal SN, Ibrahim F, Zakaria E, Sulaiman WS, Kamaluddin MR, et al.
(2023) Entrepreneurial literacy among former prisoners in Malaysia.
International Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social
Sciences 13(6): 1-14.

ZBC News (2025) ZPCS empowerment programmes give inmates a
second chance at life. ZBC News.

ZBC News (2025) ZPCS equips inmates with skills for life after
prison. ZBC News.

ZBC News (2025a) ZPCS equips inmates with skills for life after
prison. ZBC News.

ZBC News (2025b) ZPCS reaffirms commitment to transform prisons
into centres of productivity. ZBC News.

ZBC News (2025c) ZPCS eyes partnerships to boost prison industries.
ZBC News.

ZPCS (2025) ZPCS equips inmates with skills for life after prison.
Harare: Zimbabwe Prison and Correctional Service.

Your next submission with Juniper Publishers
will reach you the below assets

¢ Quality Editorial service
o Swift Peer Review

¢ Reprints availability

¢ E-prints Service

e Manuscript Podcast for convenient understanding

Global attainment for your research
¢ Manuscript accessibility in different formats
( Pdf, E-pub, Full Text, Audio)

¢ Unceasing customer service

Track the below URL for one-step submission

https://juniperpublishers.com/online-submission.php

How to cite this article: Gerald M, Moses Cyril Ngawaite C, Mercy Z. Entrepreneurship as a Catalytic Agent for Rehabilitation and Recidivism Reduction
in Correctional Systems: A Qualitative Case Study of the Zimbabwe Prison & Correctional Service. Acad J Politics and Public Admin. 2025; 2(4): 555595


http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/ACJPP.2026.02.555595
https://juniperpublishers.com/online-submission.php
http://dx.doi.org/10.19080/ACJPP.2026.02.555595

